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Strengthening children and families with the healing love of Christ through counseling and social services

Celebrating Chandler Means' 10th Anniversary at AGAPE
This summer marks Chandler Means’
10th anniversary at AGAPE, so we sat
down with him one afternoon to get
some of his reflections on his time
leading this organization.

Talk about the culture of AGAPE
and how it came to be.
People here are passionate about
what they do, what AGAPE does, and
how we serve. It’s hard work, but
you don’t do this work if you’re not
passionate about it because we can’t
pay you enough. I hope and believe
that it’s not just about helping
others, but it’s because of the love of
Christ. We’re not a secular
organization, so that has to be what
drives each person each day.

When you took the role at AGAPE
10 years ago, did you think you’d
still be here 10 years later?
I don’t know that I really did. I
committed in my mind to be here for
five years and decided to see where
the Lord led us from there. Ten
years has come and gone in a hurry.

It’s not just adoption, foster care,
therapy, domestic violence care, or
court advocacy. There’s a greater
purpose than just the professional
services we provide. Our team creates that culture
among themselves. The more people you hire with
that kind of passion and commitment, the more
attractive it is to draw others to that mission.

Chandler Means,
Executive Director

What has surprised you most about
the journey so far?
It probably shouldn’t be, but the most surprising is
how generous people are—especially here in this
community. You kind of expect that out of God’s
people, but I’ve never been in a place where there
was such a strong faith community and financial
resources. People here are committed to
supporting good kingdom ministries.

Where do you hope AGAPE will be in 10 years?
If we keep growing like we are, we’ll have to be in a
different place because we’ve reached our capacity
where we are. We have a unique challenge because
of the three service areas we provide. They work
together, but from the outside looking in, that
might not be recognized. In 10 years, I want our
programs to be more integrated to each other. I
also hope to continue finding other ministry
partners that we can work with to eliminate gaps
for the people we're serving.

If you could go back in time, what’s one piece of
advice you would give yourself 10 years ago?
Those first few years, it was pretty overwhelming.
Every day without fail, I came in this office, sat at
this desk, read my Bible, and prayed. So I would
tell myself not to let a day go by without sticking
to that routine.
What's the best leadership advice you've received?
Leaders of any organization need to be spiritually
fed and on your knees to weather the storms with
wisdom from the Spirit—and that comes from
being in prayer and being in the Word.
Continued on page 7
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From the Desk of Chandler Means
In spring of 2012, I met Tom Burton, Executive Director
for AGAPE, at a conference in Atlanta where my wife,
Sheri, and I had lived, worked, worshiped, and raised our
three girls since 1987. Sheri and I were guests at the
opening dinner as foster parents with Georgia Agape.
Tom asked me to meet him for coffee the next
morning—and little did I know
that meeting would lead to Sheri
and me leaving our home of 25
years to move to Nashville to
serve at AGAPE.

Sheri & Chandler

As I reflect on the past ten years
at AGAPE, I feel overwhelmed
with gratitude. Gratitude to Tom
for initiating and encouraging me
to come to Nashville to eventually follow him
as the Director for AGAPE; an opportunity and
decision that would become the greatest joy
and fulfillment of a 40-year career. Gratitude to
the Board of Directors for their confidence in
me then and their continued confidence in our
leadership team these past 10 years.
I have been blessed to work with and hire an
amazing staff of caring, faithful professionals.
Former Board Members
Not a day goes by that I don’t feel a deep sense L-R: Butch Stinson, Carol Stroud, Beverly James,
of gratitude for their passion and commitment
and Carl Harris with Chandler Means
to serving others through AGAPE. Many have
retired or left AGAPE over that time, but each one, whether here now or in the past, have helped
shape and grow the ministry of AGAPE. I give thanks and praise to the Lord for their impact on
the work we continue to do today in the name of Christ.
When I came to AGAPE in July of 2012, I had not been a part of the Nashville community since
I graduated from Lipscomb in 1982. I knew very few in the community, yet the community
embraced my leadership, and the AGAPE stakeholders encouraged and supported our efforts and
the vision for AGAPE’s future. The Lord has blessed AGAPE with amazing donors, volunteers,
staff, board members, and foster and adoptive families that have contributed to AGAPE’s growth
and impact to serve more than 3,500 individuals each year, including 500 children. The
opportunity to be a part of that, to engage with the kind of people who support that—you can’t
help but be filled with gratitude and humility that the Lord has allowed you to be in this place for
this time and for His will.
Paul, in his letter to the church at Thessalonica, begins by thanking them for their genuine
commitment and faithfulness as a community of believers to the Gospel. So I use Paul’s words
to express gratitude for your faithfulness to the ministry of AGAPE during these past 10 years
and with hope of your continued support in the future.
"We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Thess. 1:3)
No person on the grounds of race, color, national origin, disability, age, religion, or sex shall be excluded from participation in, or be
denied benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination of services, programs, employment provided by AGAPE and its
contracted agencies except as is allowed by federal law.

Highlights from the

22nd Annual
AGAPE Kids Classic
This was a record-breaking year for the AGAPE Kids
Classic Golf Tournament! Through the generosity
of more than 450 donors, we raised more than $275,000
in donations, pledges, and in-kind gifts! We give glory to God for His continued provision for
this ministry to children and families. We also want to thank our golf captains and their
teams, who championed this effort and encouraged so many to give because of their passion
for the work of AGAPE.
Our top fundraising teams were: (Captains listed first)
1st: Troy Feltner, John Stallworth, Will Stallworth,
Pat McClarty – raised $62,000+
2nd: Butch Wallis, Bill Steimel, Kris Kolbe,
Jack Lisle – raised $27,000+
3rd: Cameron Hunt, Charlie Dillingham,
Brent Mundie, Ryan Dent – raised $24,000+
4th: James Herring, Dennis Henson,
Joe Trammel, Don Turner – raised $15,000+
5th: Don Campbell, Sammy Freeland,
Keith Edwards, Bucky Ford, Mike Johnson –
raised $13,000+

L-R: Will Stallworth, John Stallworth, Pat McClarty,
Troy Feltner with Chandler Means

Each year at the AGAPE Kids Classic, we have the honor of
recognizing a special individual or family with the Chris Keen
Heart of AGAPE Award for their outstanding volunteer efforts and
service to AGAPE. We were thrilled to give this year's award to
Nancy Cornwell!
Nancy has been a faithful partner to AGAPE for many years,
serving tirelessly on our board of directors, volunteering with our
Morning Star Sanctuary Domestic Violence Shelter, financially
supporting our ministry, and being a mouthpiece for all that
AGAPE does. We're so grateful for Nancy and her husband, Randy,
and their continued support and encouragement to AGAPE.

Nancy Cornwell, 2022 Recipient of the
Chris Keen Heart of AGAPE Award
with Chandler Means
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Special thanks to all of our corporate sponsors, including our
presenting sponsors: Trades Unlimited, Cameron Hunt Benchmark
Realty, Thoroughbred Financial, Solomon Builders, and Butch and
Angela Stinson.
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AGAPE &
AGAPE recently became the official
launch point for CarePortal in
Tennessee! CarePortal is a technology
connecting platform that brings the
needs of hurting children and families
to the attention of church and
community partners. AGAPE
caseworkers can submit needs into
CarePortal on behalf of the children
and families we serve, which then
notifies our network of churches,
giving them a real-time opportunity to
respond to needs.
These partners make the circle of care
possible, providing the resources
needed to lift children and families out
of difficult seasons in their lives. These
connections allow families to expand
their support system and build trusted,
meaningful relationships.
The most common needs include
household items, beds, car seats, and
seasonal items or services. All these
items help ensure safety, permanency
and well-being for children and
families in need.
To learn how your church can get
involved, contact Traci Landon at
tklandon@agapenashville.org.

Here are some recent
examples of CarePortal in use:
A devoted father of a child
in our care was blessed with
gift cards to assist with his
family’s transportation and
basic needs through
CarePortal. This father was
so overwhelmed when his
AGAPE Case Manager gave
him the gift card, he started crying and said, “Look at God!"

Since AGAPE’s launch of CarePortal,
97 children have been served with an
economic impact of $28,268!
One request was for a domestic violence survivor and single
mother of four young children. This super mom was not only
working hard to take care of her children, she was also holding
down a job and completing an online degree. While her job
was stable, she sadly did not have the luxury of PTO. Recently,
she needed to move her mother closer to her so that she could
care for her while her mother was going through cancer
treatments. Unfortunately, needing to help her own mother
resulted in her missing work and caused a financial strain that
led to her getting behind in rent. She needed one month's rent
to get caught up. The day this request was posted, this need
was answered and funded through CarePortal!

Foster Care
Info Meeting
DID YOU KNOW?
Starting July 16, 2022, you
can call 988 for matters of
mental health crisis

AGAPE in Action

Curious about foster care and how you can
serve at AGAPE? Join us for an upcoming
Informational Meeting to learn more about
fostering. Meeting dates will be listed on our
website at agapenashville.org/foster-parenttraining or scan the QR code!
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The First 100 Days
Laura Troup, Director of Donor Relations
After serving as an AGAPE foster parent, then joining staff as foster care training
and recruitment manager for four years, I recently transitioned to Director of
Donor Relations in March. I’ve been in my new role at AGAPE for roughly 100
days, which should usually be enough to find a rhythm. I realize that there will
probably never be a predictable rhythm. Multiple days, I’ve sat at my desk in
tears, but not for the reason you might think. I’m overwhelmed with gratitude. Until I was able to see behind
the scenes, I had no idea how generous this community is.
When reaching out to thank donors, I’ve learned some of the reasons behind their gifts. Some say they know
they’re called by scripture to serve vulnerable children and families, but they recognize that their life
circumstances don’t allow them to currently serve as a foster parent. For others, it often involves “paying it
forward” because of a blessing they’ve received from a therapist, case manager, foster family, or shelter
advocate. For others still, they simply learn of the need for domestic violence care or affordable mental health
services and feel compelled to give so that more individuals can benefit from AGAPE’s services. Supporting
AGAPE can look like many different things—writing a check, fundraising as a golf captain, telling friends about
the work we do, mentoring survivors of domestic violence, providing support to foster families, or boldly
praying for Christ to be seen in this place—and every bit matters.
100 days in. No two days have been the same. And if I’m really good at this work, they never will be. So if I
reach out and ask for connections, request that you consider monthly support, or just ask how I can pray for
you, I hope you’ll be receptive. We are partners in this work.

SAVE THE DATE FOR AGAPE'S

Fall Southern Social
Tuesday, Oct. 25th
Woodmont Hills Church

AGAPE in Action
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EMDR Therapy
A popular counseling treatment option for trauma
Summer has long been a time to focus on raising awareness
for many mental health conditions, including PTSD. According
to the Mayo Clinic, posttraumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, is
a mental health condition triggered by a terrifying event—
either witnessing or experiencing it.
At AGAPE, many of our counseling clients receive therapy to
cope with intrusive memories, negative changes in thinking
and mood, and changes in physical and emotional reactions to
their past traumatic experiences.
A form of therapy currently used at AGAPE with significant
positive results is called Eye Movement Desensitization and
Reprocessing, or EMDR.
Trauma can continue to resurface when sights, sounds,
words, or smells trigger those unprocessed memories,
causing the individual to re-experience them. EMDR Therapy
allows clients to fully process the traumatic memories so they
can move forward and heal.
"The goal of EMDR Therapy is to change how your memories are stored in your brain and body," explains
Rosa Chavez, a licensed therapist at AGAPE. "An EMDR therapist does this by leading you through a series of
bilateral (side-to-side) stimulating activities such as eye movements, tapping, or using sounds with
headphones, as you recall traumatic or triggering experiences in small segments, until those memories no
longer cause distress."
The bilateral stimulation with lights, headphones, and handheld vibration
devices gives the individual something to focus on as painful memories and
unwanted thoughts are accessed with the assistance of a therapist. This
stimulation helps dim the memory’s intensity, allowing space to process it
without an overwhelming physiological response.
AGAPE currently has multiple therapists trained in EMDR therapy. Our
compassionate and professional counselors can help you work towards
growth, healing, and well-being. Contact us today at 615-781-3000 to
discuss counseling options.

Example of handheld device
used in EMDR therapy

By the Numbers
SERVICES PROVIDED FROM JANUARY – MAY 2022
Foster Care/Adoption
Children Served: 119
Adoptions: 3
Foster Homes: 69
AGAPE in Action

Counseling
Sessions: 4,970
New Clients: 431

Morning Star Sanctuary
Adults Sheltered: 45
Children Sheltered: 25
Court Advocacy: 493
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Continued from the front cover

Celebrating Chandler Means' 10th Anniversary at AGAPE
During your time as executive director, the staff
has grown from 40 employees to 75. What’s been
the biggest difference?
We get to do more work and serve more children
and families, so that’s a big positive. I didn’t imagine
I’d ever be leading that many people, but the Lord
has provided for some of our greatest needs by
bringing the right people to serve at AGAPE.
What is your favorite part about your job?
I know that what we do matters, and I'm honored to
be doing it alongside our staff. One of my favorite
quotes says, "Surround yourself with people on the
same mission as you," and I'm privileged to get to do
that every day.
What has been your biggest “lesson learned” in the
last 10 years?
We live in a very broken world. AGAPE’s programs
expose us to people who are different from us with
challenges that many of us will never understand.
Proximity to that also reminds me that we are all
created in the image of God, regardless of our
circumstances or our differences.
What do you wish our church partners knew about
the work we do at AGAPE?
If churches committed to foster care, it is the front
door to everything else. Prison, homelessness,
addiction, human trafficking, etc. The victim in all of
that is almost always the child. The best way to help
the individual is through their child, and foster care
connects you with all of those difficult spaces.
There is also no group of people better positioned—
and should be motivated—to address the needs of
the vulnerable in our communities than a group of
people who have been saved only by the grace of
God. That’s the group of people where the most
vulnerable should feel the safest, but they often feel
the most threatened. We can rewrite that narrative
by intentionally stepping into the ministries that are
serving and equipping these individuals.

AGAPE in Action

What accomplishment are you most proud of?
The people we have on staff. I could also say the
program growth we have experienced, but that has
also happened because of the team carrying out this
work. There’s a unique group of people the Lord has
brought to AGAPE, which is both humbling and a
source of pride that these people want to be on the
same mission.
Any other thoughts you want to add?
AGAPE impacts the lives of children and families
because of the people who are committed to the
mission and support it financially. That’s why it
works, and God honors that. No matter who is on
staff at AGAPE, it is a ministry that will last as long
as we’re here and doing the work of God, and taking
care of children and families is the work of God.
Editor's note: When he's not at his desk, you may
find Chandler holding a baby, making a repair at
the shelter, checking in on staff members, praying
for families and children, or advocating for the
work of AGAPE in the community.
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Adoption Spotlight: The Bardu Family
Not too long ago, we received a special visit from the Bardu family while they
were traveling through Tennessee. We had the pleasure of catching up with
parents Seth and Teresa, their daughter Jessica, and their son Godfrey, who was
adopted through AGAPE as an infant in 1999. The Bardu family now lives in
Maryland, but their story with AGAPE began many years ago when they lived
here in Nashville.
Seth and Teresa first had their daughter Jessica. She was born with a heart
defect that would require surgery. They were able to delay the procedure until
she was 4.5 years old, but during this time, Seth and Teresa decided to wait
until after her surgery before having other children.

L-R: Jessica, Godfrey, Teresa, Jayce (Jessica's
son), and Seth at AGAPE in April 2022

After a successful procedure and recovery, Seth and Teresa found out they
were pregnant again—but this time, with twins. There were challenges with this pregnancy, and Teresa had to be
hospitalized until the twins’ delivery. They were born in November, about three months early, with each baby girl
weighing barely over a pound. They faced many challenges, and unfortunately, both twins passed.

As anyone can imagine, the emotional toll this placed on Teresa and Seth was a lot to bear, and healing took a great
deal of time.
A few years later, Seth and Teresa went on a mission trip with their church to Southeast Asia where they visited
Cambodia, China, Thailand, and Vietnam. This experience and the children they met touched their hearts, and they
were reminded of the desire they had even before Jessica was born to adopt a child one day. As soon as they returned
from their trip, they started looking into adoption and came to AGAPE.
After being approved as an adoptive family, they received a call one day about
a baby boy in need of a loving home. Godfrey was placed with the Bardu family
on October 28, 1999. This was exactly 6 years and 1 day after Jessica’s surgery.
The family thinks of both dates as “second birthdays” for each of their children.
“Adopting Godfrey has been a joy,” Teresa says. “I remember the day we told him
he was adopted. He couldn’t believe it because he and Jessica look so much alike!
God has worked in our family through his adoption story, and I tell him ‘Nothing
is a coincidence.’”
Teresa notes how Godfrey has always had such an amazing attitude
about being adopted, and he shares with others how God has worked
in his life through his adoption. She says she could picture him
serving as a pastor or a counselor, but Godfrey believes he can serve
like Jesus did and point others to God in different roles as well.
Godfrey turns 23 in August. He is talented in many areas, but his
passion is in music and the arts. He has been accepted to the
Sight and Sound Conservatory—a professional training program that
teaches performing arts from a Christian worldview—which is home to
the famous Sight and Sound Theatre that brings Bible stories to life on
stage. He is excited to begin the program this fall.

Top: Teresa and Seth
at AGAPE in 1999
with Godfrey,
completing paperwork
to take him home.
Middle: Seth, Jessica,
Teresa and Godfrey at
the courthouse for
his adoption.
Bottom: Jessica
and Godfrey
growing up.

We’re grateful for the Bardu family and the chance to visit with
them again after all these years. Since AGAPE’s founding in 1967,
1,096 children have been adopted by loving, Christian families.
Thank you for supporting our mission and making stories like this possible!
AGAPE in Action
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Make Your Dollar Go Further for AGAPE!
When you select AGAPE as your charity of choice,
AmazonSmile and Kroger Community Rewards will donate a
portion of each purchase you make to AGAPE—at no extra
cost to you! To select AGAPE as your charity, scan the codes
below or visit agapenashville.org/other-ways-to-support.

AGAPE in Action
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Memorial & Living Honor Gifts
January 26, 2022 - June 10, 2022

MEMORIAL
COL. MICHAEL C. BAKER
Patricia Baker
BRENDA BATTS
George and Janice Goodwin
SUSAN BOYD BEASLEY
Betty Dean
Beth Sayers
NILA BLACKWELL
Tommy and Jan Hoppes
LEANNE BOYCE
Tipton and Joyce Curd
STACY BRIMINGHAM
Janice May
MRS. ARLENE HOOVER BROWN
DeeDee, Alyssa and Jon Hoover
LOGAN BRUMIT
MEMORIAL FUND
Jim and Betty Abner
Steven and Theresa Adams
Amanda Armstrong
Steve and Dara Botts
Charlie and Kathy Brumit
Clint and Cindy Brumit
James and Nancy Campbell
Don and June Campbell
Ernie and Arjaree Clevenger
Charles and Rebecca Dorris
Keith and Michelle Edwards
John and Casey Foster
Ed and Linda Frankum
Thomas J. Friddell
Gateway Tire & Service Center
Ron and Becky Goodman
John Goodman
Wade Green
Lamar Hale
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Haley II
AGAPE in Action

LOGAN BRUMIT
MEMORIAL FUND, cont.
Linda Hall
Doug and Lucy Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Willett R. Holman
Julie Howell
Richard Keller
Elizabeth Ann Keller
Russ and Donna King
Gary and Rita Malugin
Gary & Leah Martin
Needham's Nursery
Alydia Partlow
Tim and Angie Partlow
Mary Ann Patterson
Deena Peden
Emma Jane Pitt
Lisa Pominski
Martha Pullen
Abigail Rucker
Caleb and Courtney Sams
John and Karol Sanders
Larry and Linda Squires
Staffco, Inc.
Thomas Stratton
Tennessee Homebuyers
Deborah Thomas
Dale and Cathy VanHooser
Taylor Walker
Jeff and Becky Wallen
Bill Weaver
Billy Weaver
Christopher Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Whitaker
Whitefield Dentistry
Nancy and Pat Williams
Thomas and Carol Williamson
Robert Wilson
Edward and Brenda Word
BAYLOR BYRD
Chuck and Angie Edde
ELDON E. CARTER
Treba Carter

TOMMY DANIEL
Lynne Daniel
JAMES H. DAVIS
Ana Brown
Ewin and June Davis and Family
Rusty and Sue Evans
Hilldale Church of Christ Tues.
Morning Ladies Bible Class
Chester and Debbie Little
Susan and Gary Markham & family
Leon and Harriett McQueen
Pamela Ryle
Kevin, Toni, and Braden Thomas
Brad and Kimberly Tilley
T.J. and Flora Mae Wakefield
DAVID DUNN
Janice and James Carl
STEPHEN FRASIER
Leydonna and Jack Dugger
Doug and Laura Holliday
James and Merrill McCreary
Al Watts
KELLY GREEN
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ
Larry and Cathy Wilson
BILLIE JEAN GRINDER
Buzz and Elaine Rice
JOHNNIE T. HINES
Brenda Stubblefield
MERYL HODGE
Larry and Cathy (Sanders) Wilson
CORRINE JACOBSEN
Thelma Justiss
VIRGINIA JONES
Judy V. Hornaday
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Memorial & Living Honor Gifts
January 26, 2022 - June 10, 2022 continued
JUANITA JORDAN
Susan Cummins

DENEEN RICHARDS
Larry and Cathy Wilson

MARGARET JORDAN
Bob and Linda Brewer
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

DWYANE SIMS
Glenn and Lois Foutch

CHRIS KEEN
Linda Keen
Dr. and Mrs. John K. Shea
JANE AND JOE KELLER
Kris Kolbe
DAVID LYTLE
Steve and Donna Moffitt
MARTHA MCALISTER
Thelma Justiss
MARZEE MCCLAIN
Willie and Cheryl Taylor
ALICE ODUM
Buzz and Elaine Rice
FRANCES OWEN
Paul and Renee French
STEVE PALSTRING
Greenville ISD Regional Day
School Program for the Deaf
Mrs. Betty B. Groce
Mark and Liz Wilhelm
GARY W. RANDOLPH
AMANDA PIPPIN RANDOLPH
Buzz and Elaine Rice
WILLIAM PALMAS REAVES
Buzz and Elaine Rice

GLORIA SMITH
Jacqulyn and Thomas Downey
KENNETH JAMES SMITH
OLETA REAVES SMITH
Buzz and Elaine Rice
VONNIE OWEN STRICKLAND
& ALL THE VICTIMS OF
DOMESTIC ABUSE
Kimberly Peacher

ALBERTA FAY MEADE YONTS
Randy and Nancy Cornwell

LIVING HONOR
GOD, OUR FATHER
Sharon Brown – Protection, Grace,
and Faithfulness to my children
and myself
Lynne Daniel – For the miracle in
Becca’s pregnancy
KYLE, CRISTIN AND JOSIAH
BRAWNER
Audrey and David Neumann

HAROLD SUTTON
Carolyn Eakes

AMY PARKER (Birthday)
Richard and Marilyn Glass

FRANCES TENPENNY
Sandra Rideout

BRIAN, AMY AND SAMUEL
ROBERTSON
Audrey and David Neumann

HONG THAI TUGGLE
Buzz, Elaine, and Kellie Rice
JOSHUA WALLEN
Beth Sayers
CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
Steve Williams
DON BRUCE WINTERS
Jerry and Loretta V. Winters
JIMMY WOMACK
The Overturf Family

MR. KEN RUCKER
Lewis Thomason
SADIE THOMPSON
George and Janice Goodwin
CHAD AND LAURA TROUP
Barbara and Ellis Coats
MATT WEINGER AND LISA PRICE
(Marriage)
David and Donna Ackerman
MAIZEN T. WILES (90th Birthday)
Norma L. Aldridge

When you make a memorial or living honor gift, it will be listed in the next AGAPE in Action, and a notification
card will be sent to whomever you designate (i.e. family member of deceased or the honoree for living honor).
When you make your gift, please include the name and address(es) you wish for us to notify. Please indicate how
you would like the names to appear, and if you prefer only listing it in AGAPE in Action or only sending a card.
You may also make a memorial or honor gift online at www.agapenashville.org/support.
AGAPE in Action
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