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John Fraley, 31, came to AGAPE when he was 10 years old. He spent a couple of 
years in foster care before he was adopted into his forever home by Doug and 
Michelle Fraley. 

When John came to AGAPE, he met his caseworker, Mary Corwin. John credits 
Mary for everything and calls her his “� rst real mom.” He says she took a chance 
on him, and AGAPE gave her that opportunity. While John was in foster care, he 
met his best friend, Quinton, who was also adopted by the Fraleys. Doug and 
Michelle have one biological daughter, Melanie, and three adopted daughters, 
Maggie, Mikayla and Maria.

Growing up, one of John’s favorite memories was Michelle reading to him at 
bedtime. He said that was a totally new experience for him and that it made 
him want to become a better reader. Their family would also take “learning 
opportunities” or � eld trips that helped him grow in his experiences and sparked 
a desire to learn more. 

John says the Fraleys often told him they loved him, and that helped shape him 
into who he is today. He sometimes wonders what things would have been 
like had he not been adopted and says, “Thank goodness I ended up with the 
Fraleys!” He used to think it was terrible that his parents gave him up as child. He craved his birth mother’s love and 
a� ection even into his college years, but he realized he already had that with the Fraleys. They were always in his corner, 
and he had their love and support all along.

When asked what advice he would give to other children being adopted, John would tell them to never give up and to be 
patient. For a long time he thought no one wanted him, and once he was adopted, he still had trouble communicating 
the hurt he had been through. Doug and Michelle said, “When John joined our family, he was a frightened, lonely, angry 
boy. It was a delight to participate with God in healing him and breaking generational curses that he might become the 
son, brother, uncle, husband and father he is today.” 

John received a full-ride scholarship to Austin Peay State University and played on the basketball team. During college, 
he participated in the Athletes in Action Christian organization to play basketball and do mission work in Beijing. After 
graduating, John played professional basketball in Leicester, England, but his season was cut short after a knee injury. 

John is now married to his wife, Candace. They are expecting a little girl later this year and also have one son and two 
daughters. John works for the United States Postal Service as a driver safety instructor and says he loves his job and co-
workers.

When asked about his future plans, John simply says he wants to raise his kids to the best of his ability and to love his wife 
and be a good husband. He wants his family to know they are loved and that they can always come to him. He plans to 
continue working hard and pay o�  his house and cars, and ultimately, enjoy this gift of life he’s been given.

We couldn’t be prouder of the man John has become, and we pray that the Lord will continue to bless all that he does!

Where Are They Now: John Fraley
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AGAPE’s Mission
Strengthening children and 

families with the healing love 
of Christ through counseling 

and social services

AGAPE IN ACTION

No person on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, disability, 

age, religion, or sex shall be excluded 
from participation in, or be denied 

bene� ts of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination of services, programs, 

employment provided by AGAPE and 
its contracted agencies except as is 

allowed by federal law.
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Here We Grow! 

Throughout my 30-year career in business and education prior to 
AGAPE, those words always elicited thoughts of success for the 

future, a celebration of the past year and enthusiastic anticipation of the coming year. 
As we begin AGAPE’s new � scal year (July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020), we can say “here 
we grow,” and while it communicates the success of our board, sta�  and programs, 
somehow it seems a bit less than enthusiastic. 

You see, much of our work is about brokenness; broken lives, broken families, broken 
communities… broken culture! AGAPE’s growth is a little con� icting. On the one hand, 
we wish—we pray—for fewer souls to serve, but the reality is, in this life, brokenness 
tends to win the day. Our enthusiasm for growth comes from knowing we are helping 
more, providing true hope in the midst of brokenness and serving with the healing 
love of Christ.  

As we re� ect on the past 12 months, I want to provide a glimpse of the areas of growth 
at AGAPE over the previous � scal year:

• Number of children served through foster care and adoption
• Number of Christian foster homes approved or under review 
• Number of professional counseling sessions provided
• Number of AGAPE full and part-time sta� 
• Change in AGAPE’s operational budget (2020 over 2019)

After one full year of providing emergency shelter, court advocacy and assistance 
to victims of domestic violence through the program of Morning Star Sanctuary, we 
expect this area to grow 48% in the coming year.

Needless to say, things have been busy at AGAPE! So what do we celebrate? That’s 
easy! In the midst of brokenness, there is healing—glorious, redemptive healing—
and there is victory in the stories of John Fraley, Jacob Spurlock, Steven Goddard and 
so many more. Stories from seeds planted in the past and knowing seeds are being 
planted for the future. We celebrate the blessing and opportunity to have served more 
than 3,500 souls this past year and, with your help, we will serve more than 4,000 souls 
with the love of Christ this year. And we celebrate you, our ministry partners!

Thank you for your support! We need it more than ever. We pledge to be good 
stewards of the resources God provides AGAPE, and we pledge to continue the work 
and ministry of AGAPE and Morning Star Sanctuary that you have so faithfully and 
generously supported through the years. If you’d like to give at this time, you can do 
so online at www.givetoagape.org or in the enclosed envelope. 

From the Desk of Chandler Means

………up 26%
………up 49%
………up 11%
………up > 100%
………up 15% 
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AGAPE Adds Two New Board Members
Logan Hartline is an Atlanta-
born, life-long Nashville 
resident. He attended 
Lipscomb University and 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Graphic Design 
and later earned a Master 
of Science in Information 
Security. Logan ran his own 
freelance design studio 
for three years until he 
joined HCA Healthcare in 

2013. Logan is currently the Director of Customer 
Engagement and Product Design in HCA Healthcare’s 
Information Technology Group. Logan is married to Jill, 
and they have three children: Amelia, Bettye and Chip. 
Logan and Jill are members at Ethos Church and enjoy 
spending time with family and friends, eating delicious 
food, watching documentaries and spending time in 
the Donelson neighborhood.

Shounika Nelson is 
originally from Smyrna and 
now lives in Murfreesboro. 
She earned her BSBA 
in Accounting from the 
University of Alabama-
Huntsville and was a 
member of the women’s 
basketball team. Shounika is 
the Director of Accounting 
for GEODIS, a logistics and 
supply chain company 

in Brentwood. She and her family attend Carmack 
Boulevard Church of Christ in Columbia, where her 
husband, Demetrius, is the minister. Shounika and 
Demetrius have two children, Alexis and Aiden, and 
they love to take family vacations together. 

We are thrilled to welcome these two new board 
members to AGAPE!

The 19th Annual AGAPE Kids Classic was a HUGE success! We are humbled and blessed to have received more than 
$250,000 in donations, pledges and in-kind gifts. More than 400 of you partnered with us in this special fundraiser 
for the children we serve! We give thanks to the Lord for the ways he generously provides for the work of AGAPE.

Each year at the Kids Classic tournament, we honor an individual or family who has gone above and beyond in service 
to AGAPE. This year, we recognized attorney Allen Ehmling with the Chris Keen Heart of AGAPE Award. For nearly 
40 years, Allen has provided legal services to AGAPE at little or no cost. Through his pro bono work and reduced fees, he 

has saved AGAPE and adoptive families more than $200,000 in legal costs 
alone. We continue to be grateful for those who make our mission to serve 
others with the healing love
of Christ possible.

We also want to recognize 
our top fundraising teams. 
The � rst place team captain 
was Troy Feltner, followed 
by Cameron Hunt’s team 
in second place, Butch 
Wallis’ team in third and 

Christopher Atkinson’s team in fourth. Combined, these teams raised 
more than $100,000! Their fundraising e� orts are a tremendous 
blessing in the lives of the children and families served by AGAPE.

2019 AGAPE Kids Classic Recap

The Ehmling Family

Top fundraising team, L-R: John Stallworth, Will 
Stallworth, Troy Feltner, (Bruce McClarty, not 

pictured) with Chandler Means
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Generous Gifts to AGAPE

Brian and Stephanie Bowker, current AGAPE foster 
parents, recently donated a minivan to AGAPE. As 
foster parents, they were aware of the need for 
transportation assistance and saw an opportunity 
to make a di� erence. The Bowkers own Total 
Automotive in Hermitage and were able to make the 
car safe and reliable before handing over the keys to 
Executive Director Chandler Means. The car is currently 
being used to help transport children to summer 
camps, doctors appointments and daycare. We’re so 
thankful for the Bowkers and their servant hearts!

Clint Haynes, AGAPE foster parent with his wife, Lacie, 
and his brother, Chris Haynes, of Peoples Home 
Equity in Mt. Juliet, have generously chosen to donate 
a portion of each loan they close in 2019 to AGAPE. 
Their � rst quarter donation totaled $2,775! They are 
pictured below presenting the check to Chandler 
Means. We are grateful for their partnership and know 
that their gift will bless many lives this year and beyond.

L-R: Brian & Stephanie Bowker, Chandler Means

L-R: Clint Haynes, Chandler Means, Chris Haynes

From Adoption to Graduation
We always love catching up with AGAPE adoptees to see how they’ve grown and 
changed over the years. We recently spoke with Jacob Spurlock and Steven 
Goddard who both graduated from high school this spring. 

Jacob Spurlock graduated from Aaron Academy. His favorite subject during 
high school was auto mechanics class. Jacob and his family attend Coopertown 
Church of Christ, where he participated in the youth group and developed many 
friendships. He also attended area-wide devos where youth from several churches 
would get together regularly for meals and devotionals. 

Jacob plans to become an electrician and is currently working for Simino Electric, 
learning and developing the skills of the trade. When asked about his experience 
growing up with his adoptive family, Jacob says it felt normal, just like a regular 
family. He really enjoyed being part of a permanent family, especially with his sister 
and three brothers, who were all adopted into the same home. 

When asked what he might tell a family who is considering adoption, Jacob would say that adopting (continued)

Jacob Spurlock
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From Adoption to Graduation, continued
a child (or children) is a great idea because no one would want to grow up moving from foster home to foster 
home. Having a place and a family of their own makes all the di� erence.

Steven Goddard graduated from Wilson Central High School this May. He did 
well in school and took several di�  cult courses to help him prepare for college, as 
well as participating in the Future Farmer’s of America (FFA) program. Steven and 
his family attend Mt. Juliet Church of Christ. He says his parents have taught him 
valuable life skills—such as budgeting, � nancial management and how to pay 
bills—so he would be ready to someday live independently. 

This summer, Steven is working at Lowe’s as he prepares to attend Cumberland 
University in the fall to major in U.S. History. For his career, Steven sees himself 
becoming a high school history teacher and possibly a college professor one 
day. Steven says that living with his adoptive family has been a great experience. 
Growing up, he knew he was adopted, but it wasn’t a big deal to him. He just felt 
like a child who was part of their family and was treated no di� erently than the 
other children, grandchildren and cousins. He considers them to be his family. His 
favorite childhood activities were their yearly trips to the beach with extended 
family. When asked what he’d say to children being adopted, Steven would explain 
to them that being adopted would be a di� erent experience, maybe even in a family of a di� erent ethnicity, but 
that the family wants you and is there to take care of you. 

We are so proud of Jacob and Steven’s accomplishments! We pray the Lord will continue to bless them in their work.

Steven Goddard

Stocking the Shelves at Morning Star Sanctuary
We’ve been overwhelmed 
by the positive response to 
our Facebook request for 
purchasing household items 
to go in one of our emergency 
shelters following renovations. 
More than 100 items were 
purchased and donated, 
including kitchen supplies, 
bedding, shower curtains, 
towels and more! 

We are now prepared to re-
open this shelter to provide a 
safe, welcoming environment 
for women and children 
� eeing domestic violence, 
where we can serve them with 
the healing love of Christ. 
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Alan and Lori Boyd 
Antioch Church of Christ  
Barbara Meador
Bart and Allison Harper
Bill and Susan Pauley
Bobby Mannery
Boulevard Bolt, Inc.  
Brad and Penny Ellis
Brent and Laura Mundie
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ  
Bryan and Beth Smith
C. Oakley and Angela Christian
Cameron and Amy Hunt
Chad and Laura Troup
Chandler and Sheri Means
Chapel Hill Church of Christ  
Charles and Carol MacPherson
Charles and Wendy Brandon
Charley Foundation  
Christopher and Starla Atkinson
Chuck and Julia Webb
Church of Christ at Cedar Lane  
Church of Christ at Tusculum  
Clint and Lacie Haynes
David and Jodie Smith
David and Kathy Stewart
Don and Barbara Thompson
Don and Betsye Ledford
Doug and Kelly Berry
Christian Scholarships Missions & 
Projects Foundation 
Emmy Lou Tompkins Foundation  
Ernest and Arjaree Clevenger
Estate of Anne Lee  
Ezell Foundation  
G. Hilton and Sallie Dean 
Graymere Church of Christ  
Greg and Pam Caples

H. Carlton and Angela Stinson
Hank and Robbie Davis  
Harding and Stephanie Fox
Harold and Traci Wallis
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ  
HCA Caring for the Community  
HCA Foundation  
Hendersonville Church of Christ  
Hilldale Church of Christ  
Hospital Corporation of America  
James and Heather Loden
James and Pam Gri�  th  
James Walter Pickle Foundation  
Jamie and Lauren Burton
Je�  & Angela Mathis
Je�  and Jennifer Whitehorn
Je�  and Kellye Rice
Jeremy and Leann Hayes
Joe C. Davis Foundation  
John and Jamie Stallworth  
John and Sharon Thweatt
John and Terrie Robinson
Joy Mercy | The Mercy Foundation
Kenneth and Jo Anne Malone
Lebanon Road Church of Christ  
Leoma Church of Christ  
Linda Johnston
Linda Keen
Lon and Audree Keele
Louie M. and Betty M. Phillips 
Foundation  
Louis R. Draughon Foundation  
M. Stratton Foster Charitable 
Foundation  
Mark and Martha Ezell
Mark and Stacy Weeks  
Matt and Dalana Robertson
Matt Feiler

Michael Cozine  
Middle Tennessee Electric 
SharingChange, Inc.  
Mike and Barbara Eller
Mike and Judy Jones
Mike and Karen Morello
Millview Church of Christ  
North Boulevard Church of Christ  
Otter Creek Church of Christ  
Phyllis McLeroy | McLeroy Foundation  
Pilkerton Realtors  
Pulaski Street Church of Christ  
Ralph and Mimi Samples
Randy and Nancy Cornwell
Ronnie and Barbara Hunter
Rural Hill Church of Christ  
Ryan and Betsy Chapman  
Saint Thomas Health | Ascension  
Scott and Heather Miller
Sherlie Rowe
Sta� co of Eastern Tennessee, Inc.  
Stephen A. Wood  
Steve and Anna Grizzle
Terry and Gayla Lester
The Frist Foundation  
The Frist Foundation’s Ansley Fund  
The Healing Trust  
The Memorial Foundation  
The Mick Foundation
Tony and Lisa Giarratana
Tony and Tara Swa� ord
Troy and Elaine Feltner
Ty and Nancy Osman
Walnut Street Church of Christ  
Washington Foundation  
William and Mary Beth Hereford
Windgate Foundation  
Woodson Chapel Church of Christ 

This list represents qualifying gifts, pledges and support of $2,500 + from July 1, 2018 through June 18, 2019

Tom Burton Society Members

Foster Parent P.A.T.H. Training
Our next P.A.T.H. training (Parents as Tender Healers) will begin on Thursday, 
July 25 at Otter Creek Church of Christ. This six-week program is part of the 
process to become a state-certi� ed foster family. To learn more, you can visit 
www.agapenashville.org/foster-parent-training. 

We are also in need of churches willing to host training sessions. If your 
congregation might be interested, please email Laura Troup at 
ltroup@agapenashville.org. 



MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 

MEMORIAL GIFTS

ROY ALDRIDGE 
Brentwood Hills Church of 
Christ

ERIC BARLOW 
Don and Betsye Ledford

SYLVIA BINKLEY 
Mary Jo McKelvey

LOGAN BRUMIT
Mary and Rick Nixon
Dr. Martha C. Pullen 

C. OAKLEY CHRISTIAN, JR. 
Janice Christian

EUGENE “SPOOK” CLARK 
Don and Betsye Ledford

MARY ELIZABETH 
CLEVENGER
Tommy Clevenger

PAT PARKER COOK 
Don and Betsye Ledford

LINDA COZINE 
Michael L. Cozine 

KAY CRAFTON
Don and Betsye Ledford

CONNOR FINNEY
Brenda Buntley Taylor

JOHN A. (JOHNNY) 
HARWELL, SR. 
John Bearden
Gerry and Joyce Bequette 
Thomas and Clorinda 
Blackwell
Blankenship CPA Group
Roy and Marian Ezell
Carlene Ford
Barbara and Rick Halcomb
Je�  and Sue Hazlewood
Barbara Hopper
Bill and Sara Hunter
Jane Kersten
Roy and Evelyn Odum & 
Family
Kenny and Cherie Parker
Phil and Dot Ponder
Jay and Stephanie 
Randolph
Rich and Dorothy Walker 
Clint and Janet Watts
Joanne Wester� eld
Nancy Kay Wood 
Watts Ford Care Team at 
Madison Church of Christ

JESSE CLOPTON JAMES 
Celeste L. Till

THELMA JONES 
Carla Bjork and Family

CHRIS A. KEEN II
Linda S. Keen

DANNY LASATER 
Don and Betsye Ledford

VIRGINIA LEONARD 
Don and Betsye Ledford

AGNES LOYD 
Carolyn T. Wilson 

JIMMIE and ALTA 
MCKNIGHT 
Rita Lester 

PRENTICE A. MEADOR, JR.
Barbara J. Meador

FRANCES OWEN 
Paul and Renee French 

BENNETT PENDERGRASS 
Linda J. Pendergrass

LARRY SHARP
Don and Betsye Ledford

NED SOLOMON 
Annette E. Gill
James R. Hamdor� 
Judy E. Hendrick
Jim and Patty Moon
Bonnie and Larry Smith
Brenda Buntley Taylor

Willie and Cindy Wall 

BEVERLY TOWRY
Jane and Randy Groce 

CURTIS VANDIVER 
Don and Betsye Ledford

MARGARET HAISLIP WADE 
Don and Betsye Ledford

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS 
Steve Williams

DON BRUCE WINTERS 
Jerry and Loretta V. Winters 

LIVING HONOR GIFTS

VICKIE NICHOLSON 
Linda Johnston

MIKE RUNCIE
The Richard and Da Luz 
Families

BIRTHDAYS

LARIMORE FOSTER – 90th 
Birthday! 
Larry Foster and Lili 

JOE HERSH – 65th Birthday
Donna and Steve Travis

3/9/2019 – 6/14/2019

AGAPE has provided more than 1,000 counseling 
sessions each month for � ve consecutive months... that’s 
a new record! We are grateful for the opportunity to 
serve members of our community in this way. Our goal 
is to make counseling a� ordable and accessible with ten 
di� erent locations across Middle Tennessee and a sliding 
scale fee. We are blessed with generous grants, donations 
& church partnerships that make this possible.  Our 
counseling sta�  is well equipped to help clients through:

• Anxiety and 
depression

• Grief and loss
• Trauma, neglect and 

abuse
• Life transitions
• Stress and anger 

management

• ADHD and behavioral 
problems

• Relationship and 
marital issues

• Family con� ict and 
parenting challenges

• Attachment and 
adoption issues

If you could bene� t from our counseling services, 
please call 615-781-3000 or visit our website at 
www.agapenashville.org/counseling.
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Save the Date for AGAPE’s Second-Annual

Thursday, October 3, 2019
Loveless Cafe Barn

Fall Southern Social


