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We are excited to have Ami Parker, MMFT join the AGAPE team as our new Director of 
Social Services! Ami comes to us from the Department of Children’s Services where 
she served as the Deputy Regional Administrator for the Davidson Region.

Ami holds a master’s degree in Marriage and Family Therapy and has a wealth of 
counseling and social services experience working with various organizations, 
including the Vanderbilt Center of Excellence, TN Voices for Children, The Family 
Center and Youth Villages.

Ami came to AGAPE to use her passion for working with families in the foster care 
system and be able to off er them the hope of Jesus.  “I hope to provide energy and 
leadership to the Social Services team so that we can expand the work we are currently 
doing to enable more children in foster care to be placed in an AGAPE home.”

A native of Columbus, Ohio, Ami visits family there often and says they are committed 
to the four F’s: faith and hope in a life committed to Jesus; family committed to one 
another; friends of the two- and four-legged variety and football, The Ohio State 
University.  

“Ami is a great addition to AGAPE,” said 
Chandler Means, Executive Director. “Her 

leadership at DCS, combined with her training and experience in the child 
welfare system, will be a great complement to the AGAPE team as we continue 
to grow our program and serve more children through loving, Christian 
families.”

Jeff  Fox, immediate past Director of Social Services, has transitioned to 
become AGAPE’s fi rst Compliance and Quality Assurance Manager. As AGAPE’s 
programs and services continue to grow, so too has the staff  to more than 
50 full-time, part-time and contract team members. Growth in funding from 
foundations and the government, as well as continued accreditation through 
CARF, requires a greater organizational focus on compliance. “Jeff ’s experience 
in leading AGAPE through our most recent accreditation survey and his 24-
year history and knowledge of AGAPE’s programs made him the best choice 
to lead the organization in this new role,” said Means.

We thank God for His continued provision for the needs of our agency!

Introducing AGAPE’s New 
Director of Social Services, Ami Parker

Ami Parker, MMFT

Ami’s dogs, Zeke & Eli
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AGAPE’s Mission
Strengthening children and 

families with the healing love 
of Christ through counseling 

and social services

AGAPE IN ACTION

No person on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, disability, 

age, religion, or sex shall be excluded 
from participation in, or be denied 

bene� ts of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination of services, programs, 

employment provided by AGAPE and 
its contracted agencies except as is 

allowed by federal law.
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I love the Book of Acts! I am not a Bible scholar, but I’ve taught Acts, 
I’ve preached from Acts and I’ve even argued from Acts. I’d say I know 
the Book of Acts pretty well. But the funny thing about God’s inspired 
Word is just when you think you know the stories and what they 

mean, the Lord teaches or reminds you of something you missed before when you need it 
most. The story of Acts 3:1-10 is one of those stories for me. 

Growing up, I learned to love chapter two. It’s got the good stuff  in there – baptism, gift of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching, fellowship (my favorite), breaking bread, prayer, and selling your 
goods and giving to those in need All this brings about favor with the people and gives 
everyone “glad and sincere hearts.”

Then, we read in chapter three a story about Peter healing a crippled man. Peter makes an 
interesting comment when the crippled man asks him for money: “Silver and gold I do not 
have...” Well, that seems a bit odd since they were just selling their belongings and giving to 
those who were “added to their number”, so why didn’t Peter and John have any? 

I don’t know the answer to that, but what they did have, and what I needed to hear in this 
story was what Peter said next: “In the name of Jesus Christ…!” 

This past fi scal year (July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019), with your help, AGAPE served more than 
4,000 children, families and adults in Middle Tennessee. That’s a big number!

• 7,079 nights of care were provided to 45 children in the homes of loving, Christian 
foster families. 

• 11,500 counseling sessions were provided to more than 2,220 clients, including 1,300 
new clients in 10 locations across Middle Tennessee.

• 91 women and 75 children sought refuge at AGAPE’s Morning Star Sanctuary domestic 
violence shelter, and another 2,000 were helped through our Court Advocacy program.

But let’s get back to Peter and the crippled man.  So, what did I learn from Acts 3:1-10? 
Healing – real, life-changing healing – and the hope for a future kind of healing is not in 
silver and gold, it’s not in the sheltering of women and children or the professional services 
we provide. Those things are needed and important, but they cannot heal the “sin-sick soul.” 
Healing is all in the Name… “It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through Him that has 
completely healed him…” (Acts 3:16).  

AGAPE’s mission is to strengthen children and families with the healing love of Christ… It’s 
all about the Name. Pray that the 4,000 individuals we serve in 2020 will know the name of 
Jesus through AGAPE!  

May this season be joyful, peaceful and fi lled with the glory of the Christ for you and your 
family!

From the Desk of Chandler Means

mean, the Lord teaches or reminds you of something you missed before when you need it 



    AGAPE in ACTION

Highlights from the Fall Southern Social
AGAPE’s 2nd Annual Fall Southern Social is in the books! 
We were thrilled to have more than 400 people come 
together in support of the AGAPE/Morning Star Sanctuary 
ministry at the Loveless Barn. For those who were able to 
attend, we hope you saw old friends, made new ones and 
walked away inspired to partner with us in some way as we 
strive to strengthen children and families with the healing 
love of Christ.

For those who couldn’t attend, you were missed! We shared 
three videos featuring individuals touched by the work of 
AGAPE/Morning Star Sanctuary, which you can watch on 
our YouTube channel (AGAPE Nashville). The videos featured 
George & Carisa DeShields, who serve as AGAPE foster 

parents; John Fraley, who was fostered and adopted through AGAPE 
as a child; and Sharon Brown, who came to Morning Star Sanctuary 
fl eeing domestic violence with her 10 children. 

We also heard an inspirational message from #1 New York Times 
Bestselling Author Karen Kingsbury and her husband, Donald Russell, 
who shared their family’s adoption journey. Each story shared that night 
was a beautiful representation of how God’s love can heal and redeem 
even the most broken situations.

We are humbled and grateful to share that our fundraising goal of 
$125,000 was surpassed! These funds will enable us to continue serving 
children, families and individuals across Middle Tennessee. 

We especially want to thank our sponsors for making this event possible 
through their generous support:

The Swafford Law Firm, PLLC

L-R: Carisa & George DeShields (Foster Parents)
Randy & Nancy Cornwell, (Board Chair - Nancy)

Donald Russell & Karen Kingsbury

Carpenter Bus, LLC
Century II

Cherry Bekaert LLP
Hereford Dooley Architects
Hunt’s Computer Solutions

Linda Johnston

Karen Kingsbury & Don Russell
Scott & Traci Landon

Chandler & Sheri Means
Steve & Karen Moore

Ralph & Mimi Samples
Butch & Angela Stinson
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  AGAPE in ACTION

Recent Happenings at AGAPE

On October 5, hundreds gathered on the John 
Siegenthaler Pedestrian Bridge for the 15th annual 
“Meet Us At The Bridge” event hosted by the 
Nashville Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

This event recognized those who are working to 
combat domestic violence in Nashville and honored 
127 victims whose lives have been lost in the past 15 
years.  Morning Star Sanctuary caseworker Roberta 
Higgins was among the many in attendance. AGAPE is 
privileged to work alongside other local organizations 
who are serving victims of domestic violence and 
raising awareness of this pervasive issue. 

Photo courtesy of Nashville Coalition Against Domestic ViolencePhoto courtesy of Nashville Coalition Against Domestic Violence

We are excited to have 
Amy Williams join 
AGAPE as the new 
Director of Legal 
Services for Morning 
Star Sanctuary. 
Amy is working with 
our Court Advocacy 
Program helping 
victims of domestic 
violence obtain 
Orders of Protection. 
Amy earned her J.D. 
from Tulane, and is 
licensed to practice in 
Tennessee and Texas. 

Previously, Amy was Assistant District Attorney in Dallas 
County, Texas serving as an appellate attorney, a trial 
attorney covering misdemeanor family violence and as 
a child abuse prosecutor. We know our ministry will be 
blessed by Amy’s passion for justice and her expertise.

We want to extend a very big “thank you” to all the 
HCA Healthcare employees who volunteered at 
AGAPE for HCA Community Day this year!  We had 
two teams working at AGAPE’s main offi  ce and at 
Morning Star Sanctuary.  They provided some much-
needed landscaping at the shelters and painted our 
conference rooms. It was such a big help!

This fall, AGAPE off ered a counseling group on 
Boundaries to the community. This group was 
facilitated by AGAPE therapist Paula Wiemers, LPC-
MHSP and two of our counseling interns, Grace Woods 
and Kimberly Pritchett. The curriculum was based off  
the best-selling book Boundaries, by Dr. Henry Cloud 
and Dr. John Townsend. 

Using the “10 laws of boundaries,” participants in this 
group have learned how to set healthy boundaries with 
families, friends, co-workers, social media and even 
themselves. Be on the lookout for more counseling 
groups off ered in 2020!
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A Donor’s Perspective
Supporters are the backbone of AGAPE. Since our founding in 1966, 
thousands of donors have stepped up to support the work God is doing 
through this organization. Many donors have been involved with AGAPE 
for decades – walking with us through growing pains, new programs, staff  
changes, various diffi  cult decisions and many success stories along the way. 
One of the couples who has partnered with us for more than 30 years is 
Mike & Karen Morello, who fi rst began supporting AGAPE in 1986. 

Mike & Karen initially learned about AGAPE through their church, 
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ, and through Jesse Clayton, former 
director of development. They believed in the work being done and 
wanted to be a part of it. Now, 33 years later, Mike and Karen say the 
biggest change they’ve seen in the organization has been Chandler and 
his leadership. “Under his oversight, each of the programs have grown, and 
the addition of Morning Star Sanctuary is very complimentary to AGAPE’s 
mission from the beginning.”

What’s unique about Mike and Karen is that they became involved with 
Morning Star Sanctuary years before it ever came under AGAPE. Karen 
began volunteering with the Morning Star Sanctuary Mentor Program in 2003, which connects victims of domestic 
violence with mentors in the community. She continues to be a mentor today and has maintained many of the 
relationships she’s developed, both with victims and former staff .

Mike and Karen say they appreciate AGAPE’s commitment to being a faith-based organization in the midst of 
secular culture. They’re excited to see how AGAPE will use its opportunities to become more involved in public 
society and work with government offi  cials, especially through the domestic violence relief work. They love that 
AGAPE has such a wide off ering of services and that they can recommend AGAPE to individuals for a broad range 
of needs. Ultimately, Mike says the work AGAPE is doing – in foster care, adoption, domestic violence relief and 
counseling – is “kingdom work,” and is something that everyone can get behind. 

“I’ve had the pleasure of knowing Mike and Karen since to coming to AGAPE in 2012,” said Chandler Means, 
Executive Director.  “Mike and Karen are more than just fi nancial supporters; they are an encouragement to me 
personally, and they are ambassadors for the work we do every day.”

Mike & Karen MorelloMike & Karen Morello

Donor Advised Fund
Consider using your Donor 

Advised Fund or opening one, as 
they are simple to use and they 

off er convenient donating options 
plus increased giving potential.

Are You Considering a Year-End Gift to AGAPE?

Stock Transfer
Giving a gift of publicly traded

stock that has increased in value 
and that you have owned for more 
than one year may provide greater 

tax benefi ts than giving cash.  

IRA Minimum Distribution
If you are 70 1/2  or older, you may 

direct charitable gifts from IRAs 
on a total tax-free basis, which can 
also count towards your required 

minimum distribution.

Here is information about possible giving options:

To give online, visit givetoagape.org. For more information, contact Chandler Means or Mark McFerran at 615-781-3000. 
This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor.
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Recent Happenings at AGAPE, cont.

Here’s our newest group of P.A.T.H. graduates! These 
families have completed the State-mandated training 
series to become a certifi ed foster or adoptive home. 
We want to thank Harpeth Hills Church of Christ for 
hosting us each week and for providing meals and 
childcare! If you’d like to learn more about foster care 
or adoption, please contact Laura Troup at 
ltroup@agapenashville.org.

Each semester, AGAPE off ers training sessions for 
mental health professionals through our Therapy 
Training Institute. The topics featured this fall included:

• Eff ective Pre-Marital Counseling 
• Enneagram 2.0: Wings, Stress and Security
• PREPARE/ENRICH Certifi cation Workshop
• Treating Couples Experiencing Reproductive Loss
• Assessing and Managing Suicide Risk

More than 70 therapists and students attended 
the training sessions, which were led by various 
professionals in the fi eld. To see when our spring 
lineup is announced, visit agapenashville.org/
counseling/training-opportunities.

Here’s our newest group of P.A.T.H. graduates! These 

AGAPE has an ongoing list of needed items for the 
children and individuals we serve through our foster 
care/adoption and Morning Star Sanctuary domestic 
violence relief programs. 

If you’d like to support AGAPE/Morning Star in a 
tangible way, this is a list of items we currently need. 
For more information or to arrange a donation, 
please email us at info@agapenashville.org.

Foster Care/Adoption Needs:

• Similac Neosure Formula
• Diapers
• Suitcases (small or large)
• Colorful cardstock
• Poster board
• Pocket folders
• Snacks for kids
• Memberships to Zoo, Adventure Science Center

Morning Star Sanctuary Needs:

• Toilet paper
• Paper towels
• Trash bags
• Hand soap
• Laundry detergent
• Cleaning supplies
• Women’s underwear (sizes 5, 6, 7)
• Toiletries

Gift cards to the following stores can be used for 
needed supplies:

• Staples
• Amazon
• Walmart
• Kroger
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MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 

MEMORIAL GIFTS

ELAINE BERTSCH
Grand Otters Wednesday 
Afternoon Bible Class 
  (Otter Creek Church)

CHARLIE BRANDON 
Johnny and Julie Barnes 

DANITA BROWN 
Mark and Jolene Binkley

BETTY CARTER
Don and Betsye Ledford

WYNONA CLARK 
Don and Betsye Ledford

COL (RET) WAYNE COOMES 
Don and Betsye Ledford

LYNCH CORLEY
Randy and Nancy Cornwell
Bob Mason
Chandler and Sheri Means 
Marcia Nelms
Tim and Beth Webb

KYLER CRAWFORD 
Shay and Stephanie 
Crawford

MISTY GEORGE
Joe and Jane George 

KATHERINE (KATHY) 
PORTER HILL 
Barbara R. Blake 
Carolyn and David Booth
John Bright Cage
Carole C. Clark 
Richard and Mary 
Dickerson 
Jo and Ben Doubleday
Jim and Lou Elam
Maurice and Dianne Floyd
Frederick and Patricia 
Frawley
Barbara Hubbard
Leanne and Scott Hubbard 
Doree and Stewart 
Hubbard
Richard and Mary Hunter
Family of Dave and Donna 
Jones
Olivia and Bob Kemp

Griffin and Megan McClure
Micki McClure
Erin McClure Nettles
Mr. and Mrs. Russell 
Oldfield, Jr.
Lewis and Nan Rankin
Molly and Steven Rollins
Jerry Ryan
Neika Stephens
Marilyn Thomasson
Carol Vance
John and Nola Vest 
Frank and Suzanne Wheeler
Leigh Wright

GORDON HUNT 
Carolyn T. Wilson 

ROBERT HURT
Jerry and Brenda 
Stubblefield

TOMMY JORDAN 
Don and Betsye Ledford

GLENN JUSTISS 
Wayne and Deanna 
Flinchum 
Brent and Ashley Galloway
Gary and Faye Galloway
Thelma Justiss

JEAN KELLY
Rick and June Grimes

RALPH LOWRENCE
Don and Betsye Ledford

LAURA MADISON 
Jerry and Brenda 
Stubblefield

MINERVA ROGERS MASON 
Jesse and Andrea Clayton 

BROOKS MAY 
Janice May 

CHARLES MAY
Janice May

MARZEE MCCLAIN 
Don and Betsye Ledford

JIMMIE AND ALTA 
MCKNIGHT 
Rita Lester 

DR. JACK MILLIGAN 
Don and Betsye Ledford

BETTY NANCE 
Carol Vance

MARY LOUISE OSBORNE 
Don and Betsye Ledford

RANDY PARHAM
Don and Betsye Ledford

MARY MARTHA PETERS 
George and Janice Mester

MAXINE PETTY
Don and Betsye Ledford

LORENE PINSON 
Tia and Bill Charles
Jan Gatten

MARY L. PUGH
Barbara and Douglas 
Brown
Jan Dillard

DORCAS “NANNY” SHULER
Bunco Babes

JEROME SMITH 
Don and Betsye Ledford

MARY JO (JOSEPHINE) 
OWENS SMITH
Johnny and Julie Barnes
David and Marsha 
Buffington 
The Cardin Family 
Philip and Delores Coleman
Randy and Nancy Cornwell
Jean Dennison 
“The Divas” 
Chandler and Sheri Means 
Donna Owens 
Daniel and Amy Rucker

NED SOLOMON 
Jan and Susie Cronin
Mai Foster
Virginia Millraney
Marlene Solomon 
David and Margina Wood 

RAY STOCSTILL 
Don and Betsye Ledford

WILSON WANAMAKER
Jerry and Brenda 
Stubblefield

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS 
Steve Williams 

DON BRUCE WINTERS
Jerry and Loretta Winters

LIVING HONOR GIFTS

MARTHA BRANDON 
Johnny and Julie Barnes 

QUINN BROWN
Cliff and Claire Long

VERNON AND GWEN 
MEANS 
Billy and Phyllis Davidson

FLYNT FOSTER 
Larry Foster 

LINDA JOHNSTON
Laverne C. Pope

LAYNA AND DANNY 
MCCORKLE
Larry Foster and Lili

CLAIRE PEUGEOT
Richard and Mary Ann 
Peugeot

DR. JEFF AND DR. KELLYE 
RICE
Jan Crowder

BUTCH AND ANGELA 
STINSON
Chandler and Sheri Means

BIRTHDAYS

NANCY CORNWELL
Anne Bryant 

MARYANN GREEN 
Dan and JaneLee Dozier
Dennis and Linda Green 

6/17/2019 – 10/9/2019
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