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Highlights of the AGAPE Fall Southern Social

Our Fall Southern Social was a huge success with a sold-out crowd! It was great to be together again for the first time 
since 2019. Highlights of the night included special musical guest Sandra McCracken, delicious food catered by 
Corky's Ribs & BBQ, and a time to celebrate and share the work of AGAPE's three program areas in foster care/adoption, 
professional counseling, and domestic violence services. 

Our event theme, “Called Out of Darkness,” centering on 1 Peter 2:9, reminded us that the gift of God’s grace is central to 
our calling to bring light to children and families through AGAPE love. Our case managers, advocates, and therapists walk 
through difficult situations with individuals and families seeking hope and help. While the work is often dark, there is
beauty all around, and your support allows us to shine the light of Christ through our ministry. We are thrilled to share that 
we have raised more than $160,000 in donations, pledges, and in-kind gifts through this event! 

We especially want to thank our Event Sponsors:
New Day Homes, LLC
Preferred Rate
Swafford Law
The Wedding Plate, Lisa Shacklett

Dr. Kellye Rice Dentistry
HCA Healthcare
Hunt’s Computer Solutions

Allen Printing
American Constructors
Corky’s BBQ

We are so grateful for everyone who came out in support of AGAPE, and we missed those who couldn't be with us! To 
see the full photo album, visit our Facebook page.



May the grace of God be with you,

Chandler Means
Executive Director
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No person on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, disability, age, 
religion, or sex shall be excluded from 
participation in, or be denied benefits 

of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination of services, programs, 
employment provided by AGAPE and 
its contracted agencies except as is 

allowed by federal law.

Have you ever been in a situation where you had nowhere 
else to turn? For most of us, the answer is probably not.

Last Monday, I arrived at AGAPE a few minutes before 8am. 
I walked into the lobby surprised to find a woman there with a large suitcase, a 
bag hanging over her shoulders, and a coffee cup in her hand. She had been a 
counseling client at AGAPE several months ago, but that morning, she had just 
escaped a domestic violence situation and was in despair. Without family or 
resources to support her, she had nowhere else to turn. She remembered AGAPE 
and the words of her therapist, “If you ever need help…” and sought our help that 
morning. We said, “Yes, we can help.”

A couple days later, I received a phone call about a family who had received 
services through AGAPE’s crisis foster care and family preservation program 
eight years ago. They were recently evicted from their home and had no place 
to go. They turned to their former foster family, who, like most AGAPE foster 
families, had maintained a relationship with them since their family had been 
reunified. The foster family then called AGAPE late that evening, asking if we 
could help this family find stability and resources to get back on their feet. We 
said, “Yes, we can help.”

The following day, we received another call from two young ladies who had been 
in AGAPE’s care several years ago as teens. They aged out of foster care and chose 
to go out on their own. These girls, now 19, had been living in their car and had no 
family or other support system to call on. They remembered AGAPE and reached 
out to us for assistance. We said, “Yes, we can help.”

Our ability to say, “Yes, we can help,” in these three stories and so many others is
because you’ve said, “Yes, we can help,” to AGAPE. This ministry exists because of 
the faithful and generous support of the AGAPE Community. Like a city on a hill, 
God has placed us in this community and equipped us to be light to those around 
us—helping to meet their physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs. Your 
support for AGAPE makes this possible.

It’s not unusual for us to receive calls from individuals, churches, or other 
organizations seeking help for a particular situation. But these families, 
individuals, and others like them won’t be reflected in the more than 3,000 we 
serve this year because they aren’t technically a part of our programs. They 
simply knew about AGAPE and knew we could help. AGAPE serves critical needs 
throughout Middle Tennessee every day, and we are blessed to know that we 
can rely on you to enable us to meet these needs.

As you consider your year-end giving opportunities, I hope you will prayerfully 
consider how you can support AGAPE and our mission to strengthen children and 
families with the healing love of Christ. Thank you for partnering with AGAPE. 



After 1,534 days, Chloe and Ross recently exited 
custody and were reunified with their birth mother! 
Mom has worked so hard to get her kids back on her 
own and to be able to provide for them. It couldn't 
have happened without the dedicated support of their 
foster family, the Throneberrys, through all the years. 
We rejoice with these families!

Congratulations to Kyle and Cristin Brawner on the recent adoption of their son, Josiah! 

The Brawners’ adoption journey was filled with the highest highs and the lowest lows. They experienced heartbreak after 
a broken placement early in their journey, and later, the most profound joy when they were able to bring their son home 
after a season of suffering. 

Josiah’s name means “God heals.” God brought healing to Kyle and Cristin’s broken hearts through Josiah. They didn’t 
know about or meet Josiah until he was a few months old, but looking back now, they can see that God was working on 
their behalf during that time—preparing their son for them and preparing them for their son. Through all the ups and 
downs, they have seen and felt God’s faithfulness, love, and care.

The Brawners have a great relationship with Josiah’s foster family, who cared for him the first four months of his life. 
They’re especially grateful to AGAPE caseworker Lovette Gaston (pictured above right), who supported them every step 
of the way.

Josiah just had his first birthday, and we give thanks that he is now a part of his forever family!

Adoption Spotlight!



to share our blessings!
'Tis the Season'Tis the Season

We are so grateful to Price Point Furniture for generously 
donating new furniture for several rooms at the Morning Star 
Sanctuary Domestic Violence Shelter! Our spaces are feeling 
fresh and updated, just in time for our participants to enjoy 
during the holiday season. 

One of the participants told a staff member, "It is so nice to 
have new furniture that will be easier to keep clean. I love 
being in a shelter that feels like a home." 

We are blessed to have partners in this ministry who help us 
provide a warm, welcoming place of refuge for women and 
their children on some of their hardest days. Thank you, 
Price Point Furniture!

Are you looking for a tangible way to support the women and 
children being served by AGAPE this Christmas?

We have the opportunity to bless the participants who will be
staying at the Morning Star Sanctuary Shelter during the holiday 
season. Our staff has created a wishlist of specific wants and 
needs for the women and children who will be in the shelter on 
Christmas Day, as well as basic items that are needed by those 
who come to the shelter throughout the year. 

For more information and to access the wishlist, 
visit www.agapenashville.org/christmas-wishlist 
or scan the QR code!

Ways to Make a Year-End Gift
Will you make a year-end gift to support the work of AGAPE to children and families? 

Here are a few donation methods that may also provide special tax benefits:

Appreciated Assets 
Making a gift of publicly 

traded stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, or real estate may 

provide greater tax benefits 
than giving cash. 

IRA Minimum Distribution 
If you are 70 1/2 or older, you may 

direct charitable gifts from IRAs on 
a total tax-free basis, which can also 

count toward your required 
minimum distribution. 

Donor-Advised Fund 
Consider using or opening a 

Donor-Advised Fund, as they are 
simple to use and offer 

convenient donating options, plus 
increased giving potential. 

You can also give online at www.agapenashville.org/support or by mail at 4555 Trousdale Drive, Nashville, TN 
37204. For more information, contact Chandler Means or Laura Troup at 615-781-3000. 

This information is not intended as tax or legal advice. Please consult an attorney or tax advisor for such advice.



“We believe AGAPE fulfills a big part of James 1:27 as 
they take care of children in their time of need. 
AGAPE is a trusted organization doing God's work by 
helping so many in ways we could never do alone. We 
are thankful for their amazing effort, and are thankful 
to have the opportunity to support them.”
- Brandon and Bridget Adcock with their sons 
Addison, Aidan, and Asher

“I grew up in a home 
that fostered kids, so 
I’ve always had a soft 
place in my heart for 
foster care. Over the 
years, 17 kids stayed 
with my family when I 
was growing up. Looking 
back, I’m so proud that 

Why I Give to AGAPE 
By Laura Troup, Director of Donor Relations

AGAPE is grateful for the individuals and families who support our work—work that 
helps to share the love of Jesus in some difficult spaces. Our donors give generously 
because they know their gifts make an impact. As you consider how to share your 
financial blessings, know that AGAPE pledges to be a good steward of your gift. 
AGAPE is in the business of building families on a firm foundation of Jesus, and we 
could not do that without your generous support. We are thankful for the families 
below who were willing to share why they choose to support AGAPE.

“There are so many good things done by AGAPE, but 
the two biggest reasons I feel the need to support 
them are named Rachel and Jonathan! Our family has 
six kids, and if you stood back and watched the 
interaction between us all, you wouldn’t be able to tell 
who was adopted and who wasn’t. The joy brought to 
all six of us kids and our parents from the gift of 
adoption is indescribable. Truly a gift from God!” 
- Paul and Shannon Heffington

As the end of the calendar year approaches, will you consider making a tax-deductible gift? You can give 
through a variety of methods—check, credit card, bank draft, planned legacy giving, wills, family trusts, 
and Donor Advised Funds. Gifts of stocks, IRAs, or property are also ways to give in support of AGAPE.

my parents were willing to do this, while having three small 
children of their own. In a way, my support for AGAPE is to 
honor them and the children they cared for. My wife, 
Heather, and I firmly believe in the leadership at AGAPE, and 
we’re also supportive of the counseling and Morning Star 
programs as well. I’ve had the privilege to be a part of the 
Kids Classic Golf Committee, which has allowed me to see 
behind the scenes and support the ministry in that way. 
Simply put, our family loves AGAPE!" 
- Scott and Heather Miller with their children Emily and Eli

“AGAPE is the heart of the community, and they work 
hard to make the future better for kids. As we seek out 
ways in which we can help each other, generosity and 
kindness are important for AGAPE to provide love, help, 
and support to so many children with nowhere to go 
and provide counseling to families who struggle. It is 
critically important to decide in our hearts what to give 
to the quality of the next generation.”
- Vicki Yeb



By the Numbers
Services Provided 
Jan. - Oct. 2022

Morning Star Sanctuary
Women Sheltered: 90
Children Sheltered: 56 
Court Advocacy: 867

We were honored to share three new videos about the 
work of AGAPE at our recent Fall Southern Social.  

A foster family, a former foster youth, a counseling client, 
and a victim of domestic violence sat down to share their 
experience with AGAPE. Their stories are moving, and it's 
easy to see how your support for AGAPE has made a
difference in each of their lives. 

To watch or share these stories, please visit 
www.agapenashville.org/program-highlights or scan the 
QR code below. 

Telling Stories That Matter 
 

Foster Care/Adoption
Children Served: 128 
Adoptions: 10 
Foster Families: 71 

Counseling
Sessions: 9,677
New Clients: 815 

Our staff loves any 
opportunity to gather and 
celebrate! Our annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon was 
a time to reflect on our 
abundant blessings. We are 
grateful for this staff and 
the community that rallies 
behind us and our work 
each day. 

SNAP
SHOTS

AGAPEof



MEMORIAL 

BRUCE ANSTEY
Mary and Stephen Caraway

MARTHA BRADFORD 
Glenna Groce
Randy and Jane Groce

CHARLIE BRANDON 
Chuck and Wendy Brandon

LOGAN BRUMIT 
Elmer Richerson

JUSTIN BUCHANAN
John and Kristy Coleman

TOM AND CHRIS BURTON 
Judith R. Roney

C. OAKLEY CHRISTIAN, JR. 
Janice Christian

KATHERINE ANN WALLS COLVIN 
Nicole Aldape & Family
Homer and Carolyn Baker 
Patrick, Jaime, Daniel, 
    Scott & Josh Boyer
Kennedy, Katie Grace, and Leah Cobb
David and Ruth Anne Estes
Larry and Joy Gooding 
Britt and Laura Maxwell 
Scott and Andrea Meade
Melissa and Jerry Miller 
Melanie Rainey & Family
Paulette Rainey & Family
Salem Creek Church of Christ

ROBBIE CRIGGER
Don and Betsye Ledford

BOB ECKENROD
Brenda Stubblefield

WANNA LEIGH BAXTER GREENE 
NAHT Coalition Board and Staff

Memorial & Living Honor Gifts
September 22, 2022 - November 10, 2022 

DEE WHITE
Jeff and Melodie Hartline

KATY WHITEAKER 
Kristy Coleman

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
Steve Williams 

PHIL AND JANICE FAGAN 
WILLIS
Don and Betsye Ledford

LIVING HONOR

TOM AND CHARLOTTE 
BRYANT – Birthdays
Mike and Margie Miller

NANCY CORNWELL
Janice Christian

LOGAN HARTLINE
Jeff and Melodie Hartline 

GRANT MOORE – 21st Birthday 
Mike and Marilynn Canterbury
Joey and Bari Harwell

MIKE MORELLO
Leann Cherry

DICK AND NANCY POSEY 
Barbara and Ellis Coats

LINDA MCCALISTER SMITH 
Judith R. Roney

JANINA TINER 
Gregory and Dede Slagle 

MRS. SUE WILSON – 
90th Birthday
Don and Betsye Ledford

PATRICIA ELAINE HAGOOD 
Tommy and Wista Crawford

JAMES WILLIAM (J W) HARPER 
Don and Betsye Ledford

ROBERT (BOB) HOCK
Don and Betsye Ledford

HOWARD AND ZONA JUSTISS
Judith R. Roney

EVERETT HAMPTON LOWE
Nina S. Hausmann

DAVID LYTLE 
Steve and Donna Moffitt

JOE W. OGG
Linda Ogg

JIM OLIVE
Rick and June Grimes

DR. KENNETH PHELPS, JR.
Don and Betsye Ledford

ARNOLD QUARLES II
Don and Betsye Ledford

HAROLD N. RONEY
Judith R. Roney

RICHARD SAIN
John and Kristy Coleman

DOUG SMITH
Blake and Karin Hensley

JILLENE R. SMITH 
Judith R. Roney

WAYLAND SMITH
Judith R. Roney

JOYCE SUTTON
James E. Warden
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Thanks to your support for AGAPE, more children and
families will experience the warmth, safety, and love

of a home this Christmas season and throughout the year. 

To make a year-end gift, visit www.agapenashville.org/support. 


