
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h e  h e a l i n g  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s

Holiday 2021

Where Are They Now: Josh and Kristen Harvey
We are excited to celebrate another AGAPE adoption story! Josh and Kristen Harvey adopted 
their daughter, Nora, through AGAPE in 2017, and just recently in November, they adopted 
their son, Griffin.

Josh and Kristen live in Murfreesboro, where they attend the Kingwood Church. Kristen 
grew up with friends from church who were adopted through AGAPE, which she says always 
made an impression on her. When Josh and Kristen began the adoption process themselves, 
they learned the hard lesson of patience. They spent two years waiting to adopt their 
daughter, Nora, which was finally complete in 2017. Now, they’ll tell you adoption is well 
worth the wait, and that learning patience actually prepared them for parenthood even when 
they didn’t realize it. 

While waiting to adopt Nora, Josh and Kristen felt 
anxious and worried, thinking, “Maybe we weren’t 
meant to have children?” Looking back now, they see 
how they could have trusted God more throughout 
the process. During Griffin’s adoption, they reminded 

themselves of how they saw God’s hand in their first adoption and knew it was better to trust 
in Him and His timing rather than their own. 

“We have seen God work in countless ways through both of our adoptions, and as a result, we 
have stronger faith and a testimony that we love to share,” Kristen says. “As Christians, we have 
all been adopted as children of God, and we understand and appreciate that on a much deeper 
level now.” (Eph. 1:5)

Josh and Kristen have witnessed firsthand the love, grief, and loss that birth mothers 
experience in making the courageous decision for their child be adopted. The Harveys have 
so much respect and admiration for birth parents who selflessly choose what is best for their 
child, even at great pain to themselves.
 
Adoptive parents will be the first to tell you that a biological tie is not a requirement to love a child as your own, and the Harveys 
agree. “Sometimes that fear can stop people from pursuing adoption, but we wish it wouldn’t,” Josh says. “We love our children just as 
much as if Kristen had given birth to them.”

Josh and Kristen had the pleasure of working with AGAPE caseworkers Alisa Pearson and Lovette Gaston for their adoptions.  
“Working with the Harveys has been a joy,” Lovette says. “They are passionate about being parents. Their loving, intentional, involved 
and nurturing parenting style is apparent in their interactions with their children. They are always concerned about the welfare of the 
birth parents and when possible, seek to have an open relationship with them to help their child have a connection to their heritage.”

We give thanks for families like the Harveys who seek to provide a loving, Christ-centered home for children in need, and we 
remember that “God sets the lonely in families.” (Ps. 68:6a) 

L-R: Lovette Gaston, Judge Darrell Scarlett, 
Josh, Griffin, Nora, and Kristen

Nora and Griffin



published quarterly by
AGAPE, Inc.

4555 Trousdale Drive
Nashville, TN 37204

615-781-3000
fax 615-781-8262

24/7 domestic violence hotline:
615-860-0003 

Chandler Means
Executive Director

cmeans@agapenashville.org

Dr. Jason Cooper
Director of Counseling 
and Related Services

jcooper@agapenashville.org

Lori Davidson, CPA
Business Director

ldavidson@agapenashville.org

Traci King Landon, MBA
Director of Operations & 

Outreach
tklandon@agapenashville.org

Ami Parker, MMFT
Director of Social Services

aparker@agapenashville.org

Shanna Shilling, LMSW
Interim Residential Program 

Manager, Morning Star Sanctuary
sshilling@agapenashville.org

Board Members
Stephen Bridges, Chair

Nancy Cornwell, Vice Chair
Logan Hartline
Cameron Hunt 
Linda Johnston

Shounika Nelson
Kellye Rice

Ann Robinson
Phillip Young

www.agapenashville.org
www.morningstarsanctuary.com

info@agapenashville.org

AGAPE’s Mission
Strengthening children and 

families with the healing love 
of Christ through counseling 

and social services

AGAPE IN ACTION

No person on the grounds of race, color, national origin, disability, age, religion, or sex shall be excluded from participation in, or be denied benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimination of services, programs, employment provided by AGAPE and its contracted agencies except as is allowed by federal law.

From the Desk of Chandler Means
Every day at AGAPE, we encounter stories of brokenness and despair 
– some beyond belief.  And while our staff navigate these difficult 
situations with our clients, we hold onto hope provided only through 

Jesus. This gives us extra reason to celebrate when someone finds healing and mended 
relationships. Like the Harveys’ story, this is another story that your support helps write.

Tosha was nine years old when she came into foster care. Tosha’s mother, Michelle, had 
her parental rights terminated, and another family planned to adopt Tosha and her 
brother…until they didn’t. The family still adopted her brother, but they didn’t adopt 
Tosha. They “gave her back” as sometimes happens in this broken and messy foster 
care system.  

Fast forward a few years, and at age 14, Tosha had a baby while in foster care, and now 
her infant daughter would be removed from her and placed in… another foster home. 

The case plan created by the Department of Children’s Services (DCS) recommended 
that Tosha and her baby be together in the same foster home. This was a good idea, but 
difficult to accomplish. Tosha’s foster home said, “Not us,” so DCS called AGAPE and asked 
if there was any chance we had another home for a 14-year-old mom and her baby. The 
Lord provided, and we said, “Yes.” Now, Tosha and her baby weren’t going to just any 
foster home – they were going to an AGAPE foster home with a family who loves the Lord 
and seeks to serve children and families with the love of Christ.

Good story, right? Thankfully, there’s more to tell. Remember Tosha’s mother, Michelle? 
Whose parental rights were terminated when her daughter was only nine years old? God 
kept writing her story too. Through the help of AGAPE, DCS, and others, Michelle was 
able to begin her journey to sobriety and stability. She was able to be a part of Tosha’s 
life again, and after putting her own life back together, Michelle, Tosha and her baby 
were reunited after seven years in the foster care system. Now, Tosha and her baby have 
returned to live with Michelle, and AGAPE is walking alongside this family as they grow 
and heal together.

This year, AGAPE will serve more than 3,500 children, families, and individuals with the 
healing love of Christ. Thank you for supporting AGAPE and helping to rewrite the 
stories of countless lives we will serve this year.

Chandler Means
Executive Director

 “…if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.” 
- Isaiah 58:10
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AGAPE Welcomes New Board Member
We are excited to introduce Phillip Young as the newest member of the AGAPE Board of 
Directors. Phillip is a partner at Thompson Burton PLLC, where he specializes in bankruptcy, 
receivership, creditors’ rights, commercial loan workouts, as well as complex commercial 
litigation. Phillip lives in Columbia, TN with his wife, Brandy, and their two sons, Phillip III 
and Derek. They are active members of the West 7th Street Church of Christ, where Phillip 
frequently leads Bible studies for college students and young families. In his free time, 
Phillip enjoys attending his sons’ fine arts performances, restoring their historic home, 
and attending football games. We are grateful for Phillip’s commitment to serve on the 
AGAPE board, and we know his legal expertise will be a benefit to our organization in the 
years to come.  

  

By the Numbers
Morning Star Sanctuary:

• Adults Sheltered: 99
• Children Sheltered: 48 
• Court Advocacy: 815

January 2021 - October 2021

Counseling:
• Total Sessions: 10,229 
• New Clients: 856

Foster Care/Adoption:
• Children Served: 130
• Foster Homes: 70

Are you or someone you know interested in becoming 
a foster parent? Join us for one of our upcoming 
Informational Meetings to learn about the steps to 
become a certified foster home and have a chance to 
ask any questions. 

• Sunday, January 23rd at 3pm at  
Brentwood Baptist Church

• Monday, January 24th at 6pm at  
Mt. Juliet Church of Christ

To register to attend, visit 
www.agapenashville.org/foster-parent-training.

We are so excited to share that we exceeded our 
$10,000 goal for Giving Tuesday! And because of two 
special matching partners, that amount has been 
doubled to over $20,000!

These funds will be a great blessing to our Morning 
Star Sanctuary Domestic Violence Program, as it will 
help provide the supplies, groceries, and maintenance 
that are needed to safely and comfortably care for 
more than 150 women and children who come to 
the shelter this year seeking refuge from their abuser. 
Thank you to all who donated and helped us spread 
the word!



  AGAPE in ACTION

A Pandemic Year Financial Review: July 2020-June 2021
By Lori Davidson, CPA, AGAPE Business Director

The saying goes that by looking at one’s checkbook, you can see one’s priorities. Likewise, by looking at AGAPE’s financial  
statements, you will see that our priority is to use our financial resources to fulfill our mission of strengthening children and 
families with the healing love of Christ through counseling and social services. According to our most recent audited financial 
statements for the fiscal year, ending June 30, 2021, 85% of expenses were considered program expenses, with only 15% of 
expenses incurred for supporting services such as administrative and fundraising expenses. The intentional direction of that 
spending enabled us to support 120 children in our foster care program, provide shelter for 200 and court advocacy for 1,200+ 

victims of domestic violence, and provide almost 
13,000 counseling sessions during fiscal year 2021. 

In order to provide these services at either reduced 
or no cost to those we serve, we have three primary 
funding sources. Aside from investment income, 
40% of our revenue in FY21 came from our foster 
care contract and counseling fees. A second source 
of funding is government grants. AGAPE receives 
a reimbursement-type federal grant to help fund 
shelter operations. Along with this grant, revenue 
in FY21 includes $411,650 in government funds 
granted through the Payroll Protection Program and 
CARES Act related to COVID-19. This unique, one-time 
funding accounted for almost 10% of revenues in 
FY21, bringing government grant funding to a total 
of 26% of revenue. The remaining 33% of revenue was 
comprised of donations from individuals, foundations, 
and churches.

For the fiscal year 2021, AGAPE operated and served 
under the cloud of the COVID-19 pandemic, just as each 
of you did. By God’s grace and your support and prayers, 
we humbly and gratefully report that AGAPE never 
closed, and continued to serve more than 3,500 souls in 
FY21. To God be Glory!

For a complete view of our financial picture, you can 
find our most recent audited financial statements on our 
Giving Matters profile by visiting www.agapenashville.
org/about/our-stewardship. We strive to steward the 
resources entrusted to us to positively impact those we 
serve for God’s kingdom, and we thank you for putting 
your trust and support in the ministry of AGAPE. You 
can also visit our blog (www.agapenashville.org/blog) for 
some of the stories your support and prayers have helped 
write this past year. 



AGAPE in ACTION

“Why We Give to AGAPE”

5

“We support AGAPE because they make a big impact on the 
lives of so many families – from the first time someone walks 
through the door until they leave a changed person. AGAPE 
provides hope in a time of need. We sleep better at night 
knowing we’re able to help make a difference in the lives of 
others through AGAPE.”

- Matt and Dalana Robertson with their sons, Cade and Powell

“We choose to support AGAPE largely because of their ability 
to have a widespread impact in our state and local community. 
AGAPE has a long-standing record of outstanding leadership 
and excellence in service. We are proud to support AGAPE and 
the impressive work that they do day in and day out, furthering 
the cause of taking care of the most vulnerable.”

- Brennon and Marcy Binkley with their children, Jett and Bailey

“Our family has always had a heart for children in need of family support. As 
we raised our own children, we witnessed Ira North and the Madison Church 
set a beautiful example of caring for children in need of a loving home and 
abused mothers desperately seeking safe shelter. For the last 20 years, we have 
supported the amazing works of AGAPE, which are needed now more than 
ever for mothers, children, and families in need. We are thankful that AGAPE 
allows individuals like us to partner with them in showing God’s love.”

-Jim and Nancy Aston
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Honoring the Legacy of Jesse and Andrea Clayton

Virgie Barrentine
Tom and Chris Burton
Louise Brown Byck
Lacy A. Campbell
Mildred Carter
Dorothy (Dot) Cheatham
Jesse and Andrea Clayton
Wanda Combs
Alice Shofner Davis
Lillian Demonbreun
William Douglas
Lorene Edmondson Hays

Clara Williams Fentress
Lee and Alma Floyd
Anna Lou Frazer
Mary Kay Gardner
Maude Bowers Garton
Mary Boyce Grimes
M. Madilene Hall
Lumpkin Allen Harrison
Florence Henderson
Roy Leonard Hill
Sarah L. Jones
Howard Justiss

Lowry Dale Kirby
Margaret Ann Kirk
Rhea Anne Lee
Mrs. Jim Brock Leonard
Lillian H. Madry
Alatha McCollum
Joy Meeker
Olivine Pigg
Francis Prater
Martha H. Risner
Mary Rogers
Flora Scruggs 

Katherine J. Simpkins
Eleanor Simpson 
Jerry and Annette Smiley
Martha Rice Smith
Juanita W. Stephens
Dean Owen Swaney
Mary Alberta Taylor 
Jasper Eldon Thomas 
Nelle D. Tucker
Agnes Nicks Wells
Eugene Williams
Katheryn Yeager 
Leona Pardue Young

By Chandler Means, Executive Director

One of the first of many important relationships I made when I arrived at AGAPE in 2012 
was with brother Jesse Clayton. I remember well sitting across from him at the Cracker 
Barrel on Sidco Drive one late summer morning and hearing his words of encouragement 
to me about AGAPE. Jesse and his wife, Andrea, had already been retired from AGAPE for 
several years, but their impact on this ministry was still very evident and remembered. 
Jesse came to AGAPE in 1985 as Director of Development and served for 20 years, 
alongside his wife, Andrea, who served several years as administrative assistant. They 
would continue to be very supportive of AGAPE and of me personally until their passing.

What I didn’t know that day sitting across from Jesse was just how much his impact would 
be felt years beyond his retirement and even still to this day. During his time as AGAPE’s 
Development Director, he worked with many of AGAPE’s donors in the 90’s and early 
2000’s to provide for AGAPE’s future through legacy giving or sometimes called planned 
giving. In the last 12-15 months, I have received at least 3 different envelopes from law 
offices notifying me that AGAPE had been included in their clients’ will or trust. All three of those estate gifts were cultivated 
through Jesse’s efforts more than two decades ago. His impact on AGAPE continues to be felt. 

Jesse and Andrea Clayton passed in December of 2020 just a little less than 2 weeks apart. They truly lived a life full of faith, 
family, and love for others. Not long after their passing, an envelope from an attorney’s office showed up on my desk with a 
letter stating that Jesse and Andrea Clayton had included AGAPE in their last will and testament, along with several other worthy 
organizations. As in life, Jesse and Andrea continued to bless the ministry of AGAPE and many others through their passing. 

We are humbled and grateful to recognize the names of several families and individuals, listed below, who have made some 
type of estate gift to AGAPE since 1967, providing more than $2,000,000 of support for the mission of AGAPE. 

For more information about how you can leave a legacy of support to children and families AGAPE will serve in the future, visit 
www.agapenashville.org/planned-giving or contact Chandler Means at 615-781-3000 or cmeans@agapenashville.org. 
*This list is accurate to the best of our knowledge. If you notice any errors or omissions, please contact us so we may update our 
records at 615-781-3000. Thank you.

Legacy Gifts Made to AGAPE

Jesse and Andrea Clayton at the 
2019 Tom Burton Society Breakfast



MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 

MEMORIAL 

BETTY ASTON 
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ 
Ellen Hampton & Bob Terry
Charles Hotchkiss 
Michael C. Hotchkiss
David and Emma Lovelace
Bob S. Mason 
Chandler and Sheri Means 
Team Tiner Members 

BILL ATNIP 
Marcia and Larry Mullins

BRENDA BATTS 
Kristan Bidinger

SUSAN BOYD BEASLEY 
Marilyn Ezell
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Hagewood
Kim Ezell Owens 
Terrie and John Robinson
Mike and Peggy Vietti 

CHARLIE AND EDITH BILBREY
Charlene and Gary Groves
Brenda Stubblefield

NILA BLACKWELL
Don and Sheila Allen
Grace Baldree and Julie Johnson
Chuck and Linda Barnes 
Melody Cates
Carroll and Dolores Chambliss
Joyce A. Douglas 
Stephanie Faulkner 
Melna Fulbright 
Frances R. George
Dana Goodman
Jane Kersten
Charlie and LuAnn Lowe 
Aaron and Celia Matthews
Janice Matthews

NILA BLACKWELL, cont.
Betty S. Piper
Karen and Larry Reeves
Barbara and Rick Turner 
Janet Watts
Joanne Westerfield

TOM AND CHRIS BURTON 
Morris and Cheryl Reed
Judith R. Roney

BABY BAYLOR ELIZABETH BYRD
Jay and Casey Moore
Shaun, Kelley and Soren Stein

HELEN DUNCAN HALL
Betty and Ewin Rigney

MR. CARL HARRIS, SR. 
Carl Harris

EUGENE HOLMAN 
Margaret Campbell-Holman

NORMA HUNTER 
Kristi Hinton

BILL AND LEE HUTCHERSON 
Thomas Vaughn, Jr. 

HOWARD AND ZONA JUSTISS 
Judith Roney

NOLEN KELLY
Rick and June Grimes

ROSE OTERO
Ludovino Diaz 

HAROLD N. RONEY 
Judith R. Roney

SAM AND HELEN SAMUELS 
Tim and Beth Webb

JILLENE R. SMITH 
Judith R. Roney 

PEGGY DIANNE SPANN
Philip “Michael” and Ann Mcalister &
Leah and Tray Weatherly 

VONNIE OWEN STRICKLAND
Kimberly Peacher

JERRY STUBBLEFIELD
Charlene and Gary Groves

JOSEPH TUBB
Gary and Kathy Dodson

VICKY TUBB 
Dean Tubb

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS 
Steve Williams 

LIVING HONOR

MARK ENDERLE
Benjamin Elder

RAYMOND HAND 
Audrey and David Neumann

LOGAN HARTLINE
Jeff and Melodie Hartline

ANN ROBINSON 
Paul and Phyllis Anderson 

JUDITH RONEY 
Brenda Stubblefield

MICHAEL AND KAREN SEAMON 
Jonathan and Barbara Seamon

ELLIE VERMILLION 
Cindy Edmondson

10/1/2021 – 11/24/2021

When you make a memorial or living honor gift, it will be listed in the next AGAPE in Action, and a notification card will be sent 
to whomever you designate (i.e. family member of deceased or the honoree for living honor). When you make your gift, please 
include the name and address(es) you wish for us to notify. Please indicate how you would like the names to appear, and if you 
prefer only listing it in AGAPE in Action or only sending a card. You may also donate online at www.agapenashville.org/support.
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