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Strengthening children and families with the healing love of Christ through counseling and social services

Where Are They Now: Dionna Burns
In 2009, Dionna Burns came to the
Morning Star Sanctuary Domestic
Violence Shelter seeking refuge from
an abusive relationship. Upon arriving,
she received services, including
emergency shelter, food and supplies,
and assistance with filing an Order
of Protection. Dionna stayed at the
Morning Star shelter for a year before
entering transitional housing for
another year while she got back on
her feet. During this time, Dionna
continued to receive counseling
through Morning Star and received
assistance in finding permanent
housing.
Following her exit from the Morning
Star shelter, Dionna joined the
Morning Star Sanctuary Mentoring Program. The
mentoring program assists mentees in a number of
ways – providing friendship and emotional support
after leaving a domestic violence situation, guidance to
navigate court hearings, aid to find employment and
housing, and assistance with basic needs such as groceries
and transportation. When asked about the mentoring
program, Dionna says, “I have nothing but good things
to say about the mentoring program. Without Mary Lee
Thompson’s leadership, the mentoring program wouldn’t
be where it is today, helping so many survivors overcome
the obstacles in their way.”
Dionna received mentoring for several years before
being promoted to a mentor herself. Since then, she has
mentored two other survivors of domestic violence. She
always looks forward to the monthly mentoring meetings,
saying they make her feel wanted and welcome. “I love

giving back because I received help
when I needed it most,” Dionna says.
“Now if my mentees need anything,
I’m there for them.”
It’s not unusual for people to ask
Dionna questions about domestic
violence situations they’re aware of
or involved in personally. “So many
people you see on a daily basis are
going through a domestic violence
situation,” she explains. “Many times
they don’t say anything. I wish it was
talked about more so people knew
that programs like Morning Star
Sanctuary exist, and they can receive
the help they need.”
Dionna has come full circle in her
involvement with Morning Star Sanctuary. She says a
weight has been lifted off her shoulders, and she’s able to
relax and feel free again. She now works for HCA in the
registration department and part-time at Ross. We’re so
thankful she made the courageous choice to reach out for
help and that she continues to support other women in
similar situations.
Through the Morning Star Sanctuary Mentoring Program,
136 survivors of domestic violence have been empowered
to achieve self-sufficiency through counseling, education,
literacy training, and assistance to secure housing and
employment. Annually, 50+ mentors provide more than
5,000 volunteer hours through the mentoring program.
The Morning Star Sanctuary 24/7 domestic violence hotline
number is 615-860-0003.
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Due to COVID-19… Maybe it’s just me, but I am weary of this phrase and
all that it means. Those words appeared on my phone again recently in
an email announcing just one more thing canceled or postponed: middle
school basketball tryouts for our 14-year-old godson who came to live with us permanently –
due to COVID-19.
During these “uncertain times” (another phrase I am weary of), because of God’s
providential care and grace for this ministry and our financial and prayer partners like you,
AGAPE Love was never canceled. Thank you for your support! We could not have made
it through these months without our faithful ministry partners. You have sustained and
strengthened us.
AGAPE’s appointments, sessions, court appearances, home visits, shelter services and so
much more continued through this pandemic. Our services never ceased. Whether virtually
or in-person while masked and socially distanced—and sometimes even during individual
staff quarantines—AGAPE still found a way to love and serve our community through our
foster care/adoption, domestic violence care and professional counseling programs.
Due to COVID-19… the demand for AGAPE’s services grew across every program:
• 33% increase in counseling sessions over the same time period in 2019
• 40% increase in children being served through foster care and adoption
• 69% increase in hotline calls from victims of domestic violence and 27% increase in the
number of victims assisted with Orders of Protection and safety planning
I wish it weren’t so. COVID-19 didn’t cancel or postpone abuse, shame, hurt or brokenness,
but in the midst of this darkness, followers of Christ have even greater opportunities to let
their light shine before men that they may see their good works and glorify the Father…
Your gift to AGAPE is a gift of light to the more than 4,000 souls AGAPE will serve this year
in Middle Tennessee. And in this season of peace and goodwill, we reflect on the birth of the
true light, the Christ, Immanuel.
Every day at AGAPE, we rejoice in the things that are lasting; renewed hope, resolved
conflicts, spiritual and emotional healing, joyful adoptions, restored and reunified families,
forgiveness and grace. However, at the end of those days when the burden is heavy—and it’s
been heavy due to COVID-19—and we have to leave it in the hands of God the Father, we
remember that you support the work we do, we are thankful and blessed, and it encourages
us to press on.

www.agapenashville.org
www.morningstarsanctuary.com
info@agapenashville.org

Chandler Means
Executive Director
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” – John 1:14
No person on the grounds of race, color, national origin, disability, age, religion, or sex shall be excluded from participation in, or be denied benefits of, or
otherwise be subjected to discrimination of services, programs, employment provided by AGAPE and its contracted agencies except as is allowed by federal law.
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Foster Family Fall Day at the Farm
Our foster families were recently treated to a Fall Day
at the Farm! The Fast family opened up their farm for
AGAPE’s foster families to enjoy a petting zoo, pony
rides, face-painting, games, pumpkins and more. We
want to thank Greg and Tami Fast for hosting us, as
well as the volunteers from the Wednesday Night
Young Adult Bible Study and The Journey Church of
Lebanon who helped make this event such a success!
It was a fun-filled day for each of our foster families as
they made memories together and were encouraged by
the AGAPE community.

Looking for a way to give back this season? You can
help us provide gifts for the women and children who
are staying in our Morning Star Sanctuary Domestic
Violence Shelter through the holidays. We’ve created an
Amazon Wishlist of their wants and needs with items
of all price ranges. When you purchase through this
wishlist, items will be shipped directly to AGAPE.
To view the wishlist, please visit our website at
agapenashville.org/support and click on the wishlist
image. Thank you for coming alongside us as we seek to
share the healing love of Christ with those impacted by
domestic violence.
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AGAPE Behind the Scenes
In a typical year, we would have hosted our annual Fall Southern Social fundraising dinner and highlighted all the ways
God is working through AGAPE in Middle Tennessee. Because we couldn’t gather in-person this year, we’re taking you
Behind the Scenes at AGAPE. You can follow along on our website at agapenashville.org/behind-the-scenes or on social
media as AGAPE Nashville, and know that through your support, you are serving alongside us! Here’s a recap of a few
things we’ve shared over the last several weeks.
Below - Behind the scenes filming staff interviews with
Brittany Morgan, administrative assistant.

Above - Every Monday, our leadership team gathers to
discuss the week ahead, pray for specific situations and
collaborate on ways to continue serving those in need.

Below - Facebook Live Q&A mini-series with program
directors Dr. Jason Cooper (Counseling), Rachel Herman
(Domestic Violence), Ami Parker (Foster Care/Adoption)

Above - Behind the scenes video tour of AGAPE’s Play
Therapy Room, specially designed for children.

By the Numbers
Foster Care/Adoption:
• Children Served: 101
• Adoptions: 7
• Foster Homes: 53

January 2020 - October 2020

Counseling:
• Total Sessions: 10,467
• New Clients: 980

Morning Star Sanctuary:
• Adults Sheltered: 131
• Children Sheltered: 59
• Court Advocacy: 1,040
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AGAPE Behind the Scenes
Top Center - Executive Director
Chandler Means repairing a fence
one afternoon at the Morning Star
Sanctuary Domestic Violence Shelter
Bottom Center - An inside look at one
of the bedrooms at the Morning Star
Sanctuary Domestic Violence Shelter

Left- Laura Troup (top), foster parent
training and recruitment manager,
and Briana Jenczyk (bottom), foster
care case manager, leading virtual
foster parent training classes from
home.

Right - A look at who’s “behind the
glass” assisting clients from AGAPE’s
front office – Jocelyne Barrios (top),
administrative assistant, and Karen
Gibbs (bottom), front office manager.
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Why I Give to AGAPE
“To be a part of a loving family is a gift we often take for
granted. AGAPE is in the business of building families on
the firm foundation of Jesus. To rescue women and children
in unimaginable tragic times, to walk alongside someone in
need of counseling, to provide support and help...AGAPE
gives children the opportunity to feel and experience true
love and what family is all about. We support AGAPE
because every person should have the chance to start over,
to feel the love of family, to build something beautiful.”
- Geof and Amanda Vickers (pictured right with their
children Paige and Spencer)

“We were inspired
to become foster parents in the early
70s, and our experience from the
beginning has been so very good.
AGAPE is the most professional and
well-run non-profit organization
we’ve ever had the privilege of
supporting! AGAPE has not let
itself become stagnant and is always
looking for ways to increase services
and operate more efficiently.”
- Stephen and Rosalie Wood (left)
“We give because a child is waiting
on his forever home, a birth mother
and father need help, and a man and a
woman are wanting to be a mom and
dad. Every adoption allows God to change many lives in more ways than we will
ever know.” - Jeremy and Leann Hayes (pictured right with sons Jett and Beau)

We are so grateful for these AGAPE supporters and their stories of why they choose to give.
Each day, the AGAPE Team serves on behalf of you, the AGAPE Giving Community, and in the
power and strong name of Jesus. As you continue to honor God in supporting AGAPE, know
that we pledge to be good stewards of your gifts.

Mark McFerran
Development Director
615.210.5820

And as we approach year-end, remember that you can give through a variety of methods,
including check, credit card, bank draft, as well as planned legacy giving, wills, family trusts
and Donor Advised Funds. Gifts of stocks, IRAs or property are also ways to give in support
of AGAPE. Keep in mind the 2020 deadline for tax-deductible giving is 12.31.20, either with a
postmark or dropped off at the AGAPE office by 3pm. Again, we are grateful for your support of
AGAPE and our mission.

MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS
8/28/2020 – 11/19/2020

MEMORIAL
EDWIN WENDELL BARTILSON, JR.
Andy Bledsoe
Sarah Beth Clark
Sarah Johnson
Dr. Paul and Angel Myers and Family
Myron Norman
Will Walls
RUTH BELLAR
Hal Justice
Betty Wiley
KATHERINE BROADWAY
Jerry and Kathy Bogacz
Keele Family Foundation Mr. Lon Keele, Mrs. Audree Keele
Margie Shouse

VIRLEY ODELL HARRIS
Cindy and Gregory Stark

THELMA SMITH
Mulberry Church of Christ

WILL HAYNES
Ms. Mary Carrigan

JAMES PARKER WHITE
Howard & Cathy Rosenblum

DONNA HERROD
Barry Brown
Kathy Harper
David, Joni and Zach Hendrix
Lee and Beth Jones
Leland and Brenda Ray
Mark and Heidi Williams

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
Steve Williams

DONNA HIGH
Chad, Kerri, Stiles, & Daisy Edwards
Mike and Karen Morello

DON BRUCE WINTERS
Jerry and Loretta Winters

LIVING HONOR
THE FAMILY OF EDITH BARNETT
Linda Johnston

LAURIE BISHOP JONES
Amy Jordan

NANCY CORNWELL – Birthday
Anne Bryant

MR. & MRS. CARLIE LEE
Danny Lee

ED GAW
Linda Johnston
DOUG LACKEY
Linda Johnston

NINA CAMPBELL
Dennis and Linda Russell

NIKO BOSTON LUNA
Jim and Nancy Aston
Gerald and Diane Kennedy
Karen and Mike Morello
Terry and Deborah Sumner

CHARLES PAUL CHISENA
Patricia A. Baker

BRIAN MARTIN
Drs. Vijay & Rita Kusnoor

LYNCH B. CORLEY, JR.
Beth and Tim Webb

PRENTICE MEADOR, JR.
Barbara Meador

CAROL CURD
Jan Crowder
Jeannette Pinkston

BOBBY MULLICAN
Brenda and Jerry Stubblefield

MICHAEL BROWN
Randy and Jane Groce
TOM AND CHRIS BURTON
Ms. Sharon Tracey
Stephen and Rosalie Wood

TONY DORRIS
Owen & Jo Sanders
TOMMY EDMONDSON
Bill & Betty Gillett
J. CLIETT GOODPASTURE
Ben and Loy Martin

DOUGLAS ODOM
Owen & Jo Sanders
JOE W. OGG
Linda Ogg
DOROTHY “DOT” REASONOVER
Jamie and Lauren Burton
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EVERYONE AT LAZY DAZE
CAMPGROUND
Jim Thompson
MARK MCFERRAN
Rian and Mary Berger
CHANDLER AND SHERI MEANS
Jim and Nancy Aston
JIM OLIVE – Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Grimes
JUDITH RONEY
Jerry and Brenda Stubblefield
SHELBY WEBB
Linda Heflin Johnston
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