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Where Are They Now:
From Foster Care to Their Forever Home

Megan Munson longed to have children of 
her own. She felt that adoption was the best 
way she and her husband, Michael, could 
grow their family. A few years ago, they began 
the lengthy adoption process and were put 
on waiting lists for three different agencies. 
In the meantime, they also became certified 
foster parents so they could provide respite 
care to support their friends, Chad and Laura 
Troup, who were fostering through AGAPE. 

At the time, they didn’t feel like they could 
provide full-time foster care since so many 
unknowns were involved, and the call to 
adopt a baby could come at any time. But 
when a child named Nico was placed in the 

Troups’ home for foster care, Michael and Megan immediately fell in love with him. They later 
learned that Nico and his sibling-to-be would need a permanent home, so they became their full-
time foster parents with the intent to adopt. “There were 
so many unanswered questions, but we felt God’s hand 
in the situation and took a leap of faith,” Megan says. “We 
trusted it would work out for these to be the children we 
would adopt.”

Megan says that the experience required them to rely 
heavily on their faith. “There was so little we could do 
in the situation and were completely dependent on 
others during this process. All we could do was love 
the little boys God had blessed us with and pray.  We 
had to trust that God was working even when we felt 
like we weren’t making any progress and believe that His 
timing was perfect... After nearly 20 months, we were 
officially able to change their status from foster children 
to adopted children.”
 
The Munsons attend church at Otter Creek.

Strengthening children and families with the healing love of Christ through counseling and social services
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AGAPE’s Mission
Strengthening children and 

families with the healing love 
of Christ through counseling 

and social services

AGAPE IN ACTION

No person on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, disability, age, 

religion, or sex shall be excluded from 
participation in, or be denied benefits 

of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination of services, programs, 
employment provided by AGAPE and 

its contracted agencies except as is 
allowed by federal law. 2

From the Desk of  Chandler Means

2018 has been filled with change and transition for AGAPE and now, 
Morning Star Sanctuary. The program adoption of Morning Star was 
new territory for us, but we’ve already seen the blessing it has been 
and will be in the lives of the more than 3,000 individuals served by 

AGAPE/Morning Star this year. Though we’ve experienced some growing pains through this 
expansion, the reward of serving just one more individual with the healing love of Christ is 
worth it. 

The Justiss/Kirby Center has undergone quite a bit of change, too, as we made renovations 
to our 26-year old building. The completion of those projects, such as our reception desk, 
bathrooms and kitchen, enables us to better serve clients and families in our facility and 
provide a more professional environment for AGAPE’s staff. Thank you, Solomon Builders! 

Change is good, but many things haven’t changed – like our mission to strengthen children 
and families with the healing love of Christ, and how we carry it out through counseling and 
social services. 

For example, AGAPE’s professional Christian therapists serving in twelve counseling 
locations throughout Middle Tennessee will provide more than 10,000 counseling sessions 
to more than 1,000 children, families and adults in the name of Jesus in 2018.  

Already this year, AGAPE’s social services staff has led more than 20 families through a six-
week foster parent training series. These families will commit to fostering children for a period 
of time – maybe three weeks, three months or three years, and some will adopt children into 
their homes forever. More than 20 children who are socially orphaned and in foster care will 
sleep safely and peacefully in AGAPE foster homes tonight!

During this Christmas season, more than 30 women and children will find refuge at Morning 
Star Sanctuary Domestic Violence Shelter from an abuser who has either threatened or 
perpetrated physical or emotional violence on them or their children. They will sleep safely 
each night and rise with renewed hope of a life free of violence.   

This is the work and ministry we do, but not without you. We do it in the name of Christ 
and with the healing love of Christ. It is Kingdom work, and we need your continued help to 
serve those who need AGAPE and Morning Star. Please consider donating with the enclosed 
envelope or giving online at givetoagape.org.

From our family to yours, Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and may the New Year bring 
us all a deeper faith, richer relationships and joy and peace as we live our lives in service 
to Him! 



    AGAPE in ACTION

Highlights from AGAPE’s First Fall Southern Social
AGAPE’s inaugural Fall Southern Social is in the books! Whether you were able to attend or chose to celebrate from afar, we are 
so grateful for the outpouring of support we’ve received. 

The evening was filled with inspiration and entertainment. We were touched 
by stories highlighting the “Heart of AGAPE,” which began with videos 
submitted by foster parents as they described the challenges and rewards 
of fostering. Then, Serena Morris, a domestic violence survivor, shared her 
testimony and the impact Morning Star Sanctuary has had on her life. 

We also listened as Jim Frost, LSPE/HSP spoke about professional Christian 
counseling and Tikkun Olam, the Jewish 
phrase for the healing of the world. Lastly, 
we enjoyed a performance by country artist 
Janelle Arthur, whose desire to share the light 
of Christ with the world is inspiring.

As we shared at the dinner, we are not the same AGAPE we were last year or even the year 
before. We have become something more with the adoption of Morning Star Sanctuary 
Domestic Violence Shelter. For 30 years, Morning Star has been a refuge for victims of domestic 
violence, and together, we are partners in this important work. 

Every person involved with AGAPE and Morning Star – including foster parents, congregations, 
donors and employees – makes what we do possible. We ask that you keep our ministry and 
those we serve in your prayers, and we look forward to seeing you at next year’s event!Janelle Arthur,  Artist

Serena Morris, Domestic Violence Survivor

Solomon Builders Donates Labor & Materials for Renovation
AGAPE would like to thank 
Ty Osman and Solomon Builders 
for generously donating labor and 
supplies to help renovate several 
areas of our 26-year old building, 
including the kitchen, restrooms 
and front office. We also upgraded 
some of our office furniture, 
donated by Cherry Bekaert, and 
added a fresh coat of paint to our 
hallways. 

Each of these upgrades allows us 
to better serve clients, families 
and children in our space. We truly 
appreciate the generosity of these 
companies and the donors who 
made our renovation possible. 
Stay tuned for photos of our other 
updated spaces coming soon!

Before After



  AGAPE in ACTION

AGAPE is proud to announce the addition of three new board members who previously served on the Morning Star 
Sanctuary Board of Directors (from left to right): Linda Johnston (for 18 years), Dr. Kellye Rice (for 15 years) and Ann 
Robinson (for 6 years).

Linda Heflin Johnston
A graduate of Lipscomb University, Linda has over 35 years of real estate experience in Middle Tennessee. She is the 
former owner and broker of Linda Heflin Inc., Realtors® and is now affiliated with Pilkerton Realtors. Linda previously 
served on the Lipscomb University Board of Trustees and is a current member of the Nashville Christian School Board 
of Directors. Linda was married to John H. Johnston for 21 years and has one son, Bailey Heflin III. She is a member of 
the Brentwood Hills Church of Christ. 

Dr. Kellye N. Rice
Kellye graduated from David Lipscomb University in 1982. She attended the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
School of Dentistry and opened her practice in Cool Springs in 1986 for general and cosmetic dentistry. In 2012, 
she expanded her practice emphasis into Laser and Dental Sleep Medicine. Kellye and her husband, Jeff, have been 
married for 34 years. They have three grown children, Haley, Hunter and Hope, and are members of the Otter Creek 
congregation. 

Ann Robinson
Ann graduated from the University of Mississippi in 2005. She currently serves as the children’s ministry leader for 
Tusculum Church of Christ and as the digital assets coordinator for the Vanderbilt Owen Graduate School. In her spare 
time, she enjoys hiking, running, photography, spending time with her husband, Derek, and being an aunt. They 
attend Tusculum Church of Christ.

AGAPE Adds Three Members to Board of  Directors

Kim Wilson Named Residential Manager of  Morning Star
We are pleased to announce that Kim Wilson, LMSW has been appointed as residential 
manager of Morning Star Sanctuary. Kim previously worked as a case manager and foster 
parent recruitment/training coordinator in AGAPE’s social services department.

“We knew we needed a team builder for the important and difficult work of rebuilding and 
growing the Morning Star program,” said Chandler Means, Executive Director. “We prayed 
for just the right person to lead this new initiative, and after interviewing many candidates, 
we realized the Lord had already led that person to us in Kim Wilson. What we didn’t know 
when Kim took on this new position was that we would also get a dedicated volunteer in her 
husband, Brent. Once again, we clearly see God’s provision for the work we do at AGAPE!”
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AGAPE in ACTION

This fall, AGAPE launched a training program titled “Ministry & Psychology,” a 
series of two-hour training sessions to equip ministry leaders with counseling 
resources to help them better serve their congregations. This is a result of the 
need for ministers to have more resources to use when they find themselves in 
deep waters with the issues of those whom they are serving. 

Topics discussed include dealing with burnout, how to handle suicidal 
members, knowing when it’s time to refer, and understanding personalities 
and why they mesh or clash. We received great feedback from these sessions 
and plan to offer more in spring 2019. 

We also had a series of training sessions for counseling professionals as part of our Counselor Training Institute. Topics 
covered include suicidality, the enneagram, recovery from eating disorders, psychological testing, affair recovery, 
and making the most of what works in therapy. These trainings were led by AGAPE therapists, as well as three other 
counseling professionals in the community. Be on the lookout for information about new training opportunities in the 
coming year.

AGAPE Hosts Ministry/Counseling Training Opportunities

We want to extend our thanks to the Brentwood Hills congregation for hosting our 
recent foster parent training course. For six weeks, the congregation opened its doors 
to provide training space, 
weekly meals and childcare 
to the families enrolled in 
the course. We are thrilled 
to have seven more couples 
graduate from the program!

The training series, known 
as P.A.T.H., is the state-
mandated course to 
become a certified foster or 

adoptive parent. If you’d like to learn more about becoming a 
foster or adoptive parent, we invite you to attend our upcoming information meeting on Sunday, Jan. 6 at AGAPE from 
2pm - 4pm. Please RSVP to Laura Troup at LTroup@agapenashville.org. This information meeting is required if you wish 
to complete P.A.T.H., which will begin on Tuesday, Jan. 22.

Brentwood Hills Hosts Foster Parent Training Program

The Annual Tom Burton Society Breakfast
The Tom Burton Society was created in 2016 to honor the life and legacy of former 
AGAPE Executive Director Tom Burton. We recently held the annual Tom Burton 
Society breakfast to commemorate Tom and his wife, Chris, and their dedication to 
serving AGAPE for more than 30 years. To learn more about being part of The Tom 
Burton Society, contact Chandler Means at 615-781-3000.

Pictured to the right: Lauren & Jamie Burton, daughter-in-law & son of the late Tom & Chris Burton

Recent P.A.T.H. Graduates
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

ANNICE BLACKMAN
Barbara and Don Thompson 

CHARLIE BRANDON 
Wendy and Charles Brandon III

FRANCES LUCILLE BROWN 
David and Lisa Flow

G. W. BURKHART, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

TOM AND CHRIS BURTON 
Jerry and Sandra Collins 
Tommy and Lynne Daniel
Chandler and Sheri Means
Judith R. Roney

ALLENE BUSH
Janice Glasscock

SETH CARMODY
Jean and Larry Moore

DAVID CRAIG
Betsye and Don Ledford 

VIRGINIA CUMMINS 
Jane H. Forrester 

GLENAVE CURTIS 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

THOMAS DUNCAN
Mr. and Mrs. Tipton Curd

DR. HARVEY FLOYD 
A.M. and Martha Burton

JO ANNA FORKHAM
Jimmy and Linda Fletcher

NANCY MILDRED NUNLEY 
GARDNER
Anonymous
Emily Hartman
Northside Church of Christ
Dr. David and Diane Sparks

GARY L. GATTEN
Linda Ogg

DOYLE GAW
Michael Duncan
David and Lisa Flow
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

MISTY EZELL GEORGE
Joe and Jane George 

DAVID GUNTER 
Mary Ann Calahan
Jeanie Cooper
Mary Lou and Jim Cooper
Jean R. Darling
Nina Hausman & Family
Old Hickory Car Care Center 
Dennis and Linda Russell

SUZANNE GUNTER 
Jean R. Darling
Old Hickory Car Care Center 

JOE HARVEY 
Jerry and Brenda Stubblefield

SHELVA HICKERSON 
Betsye and Don Ledford

PAUL HODGES
Patricia M. Hodges

DON HOLLINGSWORTH 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

IRENE JACKSON
Janice Glasscock

HOWARD AND ZONA JUSTISS
Judith R. Roney

CAROLYN KEITH
Thelma Justiss

CATHERINE KENNEDY 
Betsye and Don Ledford

DANIEL BAKER LAMBERT 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

MARGARETE LANE
Betty Groce 

ANNABELLE LAWRENCE 
Lorene M. Howell

RHEA ANNE LEE
Jan Welden

ELLA LEE LOWREY
Frances F. Weeks

BROOKS MAY
Janice May 

CHARLES MAY 
Janice May 

CORA MCCULLOUGH 
Betsye and Don Ledford 

MARILYN MALPHURS 
MCKINNEY 
Jane H. Forrester

JIMMIE AND ALTA 
MCKNIGHT 
 “With Love, Your Children”

RICHARD (DICK) MEHAFFEY
Mrs. James McCulloch

POLLY MIDDLETON 
Betsye and Don Ledford

BOB MOLLOY
Jerry and Brenda Stubblefield

LUCY MOON 
David and Melanie Moon 

THELMA LOUISE BINKLEY 
MOORE
Karen Elizer
Pegram Church of Christ 

BETTYE LUTHER MOSSACK 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

LINDA HINDS ORR
Betsye and Don Ledford

FRANCES OWEN
Paul and Renee French 

LLOYD NEAL PISTOLE 
Bobby and Patsy Mullican

LARRY MICHAEL PISTOLE
Bobby and Patsy Mullican

JAMES POWELL
Ronnie and Emily Ferguson

JAMES A. ROBERTS 
Barbara Reynolds

CARL RODGERS
V. Sue Anderson 

ONA RODGERS 
V. Sue Anderson
Helen and Mike Derryberry 

Ladies Tuesday Bible Class – 
   Hendersonville Church of Christ

HAROLD N. RONEY 
Judith R. Roney

NELLIE G. ROSE 
Judith R. Roney

HELEN GRACE DARK 
SHEARON 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Srygley

JILLENE R. SMITH 
Judith R. Roney

MARY WADE
Janice Glasscock

FOYE WATKINS 
Betsye and Don Ledford

MRS. MARIAN WHITFIELD
A.M. and Martha Burton

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS 
Steve Williams

CAROLYN C. WILSON 
Jane H. Forrester 

DON BRUCE WINTERS 
Jerry and Loretta V. Winters

HAROLD AND BRUTON 
WOOD 
Stephen A. Wood 

MR. SAM YINGER 
A.M. and Martha Burton

LIVING HONOR GIFTS

MRS. CHARLES BRANDON 
Jerry and Sandra Collins

CHRIS BRICKER 
Jean Dennison

BILL CHILDERS 
Sheila Ridings

VIOLET AND MACHAELA 
CIERI
Sarah Goodman

EMILY CLAUNCH

MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 



MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS

Are You Considering a Year-End Gift to AGAPE?
Here is information about possible giving options:

IRA Minimum Distribution
If you are 70 1/2  or older, you may direct charitable gifts from IRAs on a total tax-free basis. 
These amounts can also count towards your required minimum distribution for the year. 

Stock Transfer
Giving a gift of publicly traded stock that has increased in value and that you have 
owned for more than one year may provide greater tax benefits than giving cash.  

For more information, contact Chandler Means at 615-781-3000. 
This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor.

Louis Riddle 

LYNCH AND MARCIA CORLEY 
Beth and Tim Webb

LOVETTE AND FRED GASTON 
Stephen A. Wood 

MRS. DOYLE GAW
Jerry and Sandra Collins

CAMERON HUNT AND 
FAMILY 
David Weston

JUDITH RONEY 
Michael R. Roberts 
Jerry and Brenda Stubblefield 

BRETT AND DEANA SMITH 
AND FAMILY  
Chandler and Sheri Means

ELLIE VERMILLION
Jerry and Sandra Collins

SANDRA WEBB 
Beth and Tim Webb 

MR. AND MRS. JEREMIAH 
WEEDEN-WRIGHT 
Richard and Mary Ann Peugeot

MRS. LARRY WILSON 
Jerry and Sandra Collins

KENDLE AND CARMEN YATES
Chandler and Sheri Means

BIRTHDAYS

HENRY PAUL HUNT – 1ST 
BIRTHDAY 

Doris Risley

NANCY CORNWELL     
Anne Bryant

50th WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

PAT AND DAVID JENT 
Betsye and Don Ledford

CAROLYN AND JIM BINGHAM
Betsye and Don Ledford

continued
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2018 Tax Reform 
The new law doubles the standard deduction to $12,000 for single filers, $18,000 for 
heads of household and $24,000 for joint filers. Therefore, it may be to your advantage 
to give more to AGAPE in one particular year over another to meet the standard 
deduction and itemize your deductions. The new law increases the limitation of 50% of 

your adjusted gross income (AGI) for donations by cash, check or credit card to 60%. You will still be able to 
deduct your charitable contributions for 2018 if you itemize your taxes. 

Online Giving
You can give to AGAPE online at givetoagape.org. See your giving history, print your tax 
statements and more!



4555 Trousdale Drive
Nashville, TN 37204-4513
615-781-3000
Fax 615-781-8262
www.agapenashville.org

Address Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S.  POSTAGE

PAID

NASHVILLE,  TN
PERMIT NO. 2027


