
At AGAPE, we are blessed with amazing foster parents who selflessly 
dedicate themselves to the well-being and best interest of the children 
placed in their homes. One of AGAPE’s longest-tenured foster parents 
is Audrey Neumann.  
 
Audrey first became a foster parent 28 years ago after attending one of 
AGAPE’s Informational Meetings during Bible class at Smyrna Church of 
Christ. She had always been interested in fostering, and as the oldest 
of eight siblings, you could say she’s a nurturer at heart. Audrey took 
the leap of faith and began welcoming children into her home in 1994.  
 
Since then, Audrey has fostered 70 children. She primarily cares for newborns and 
children under the age of 4 because when she first started fostering, she had her own 
three children in school. 
 
“These kids won’t remember me, but they don’t need to,” Audrey says. “They just need 
to know ‘Someone took care of me, I was fed, I was warm, and I was loved.’” 
 
In 2005, Audrey took a break from fostering when her 8-week-old grandson passed, and her daughter and
granddaughters moved in with her. Audrey was later granted custody of her two granddaughters, who she still
cares for today. The girls are now 18 and 16 years old.  
 
Audrey and her husband, David, have now been fostering for the past six years.  
 
Audrey and David have cared for some of AGAPE’s youngest foster placements. While some of these children are
able to return to family, many of these infants are adopted. Her favorite part is seeing the look on the adoptive
parents’ faces—who often can’t have children of their own—the first time they get to hold their baby.  
 
“I’m not their birth mom, but I’m their first mama. Fostering is not something we do for ourselves; it’s for the
child we’re serving and God. He’ll give us what we need to do it every time.” 
 
Audrey and David’s heart for fostering is evident in all they do. They believe they’ve been equipped by God and
called to serve in this way, and that failing to do so would be irresponsible. 
 
The Neumanns know firsthand that foster care isn’t easy, but they say the rewarding moments are always worth
the difficulties. “Sometimes, the court makes decisions for the child that you don’t agree with, and the only thing
you can do is pray for the child. Everything takes time, and we know that God’s timing is perfect.” 
 
For those who are considering becoming foster parents, Audrey and David would say, “Do it. You won’t know
until you try, and it could be exactly where God plans to use you for His glory. But even if you’re not able be a
foster parent, everyone can do something to support foster care. This could look like sponsoring a child at
Christmas or back-to-school, making a monthly donation to AGAPE, providing foster families with meals, or
supporting them through prayer—every act of kindness toward a foster family makes a difference.” 
 
Audrey and David are an inspiration to their fellow AGAPE foster parents and all those who are blessed to know
them. May we each find our place to serve the vulnerable, so that like Audrey and David, we too can say, “I was
just a small part of their story, but I was the part that God needed me to be.” 
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Pray – Pray for the women who find themselves in circumstances where they 
would consider abortion. Pray that they find the resources and support they 
need to navigate their pregnancy and make the best decision for the child— 
whether that’s caring for the child herself or placing the baby for adoption. 

Give – Your gifts to AGAPE are already making a difference in the lives of 
families and children in our community. As more women seek alternatives to 
abortion, the need for professional, Christian organizations to walk alongside 
them and the choices they face will increase. And sadly, the number of 
children who enter foster care will likely increase in the years to come. 
Supporting AGAPE makes it possible for more children to be raised in loving, 
godly families.

Advocate – Our advocacy is two-fold: sharing AGAPE with those who need our 
services and sharing AGAPE with those who can financially support this 
ministry. Who do you know who needs to know about AGAPE? We ask that you 
share our work with those in your church and in your community who can 
help further our mission, as well as those who find themselves in need of the 
services we provide.

Earlier this summer, as I’m sure you’re aware, the Supreme Court 
officially reversed the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling and returned the 
authority to regulate abortion back to the states. While this 
ruling has elicited strong responses from both sides of the issue, 
AGAPE’s stance on life and our mission to serve children and families remains 
unchanged, as is listed in an excerpt from our Statement of Faith:

“…that God created humankind uniquely in his image, either male or female from 
their physical birth...and we uphold the value, quality, and dignity of all human life, 
from conception through death, therefore, every person should be afforded 
compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. Genesis 1:26-27; Psalms 139:13; Job 
31:15; Jeremiah 1:5; Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31” 

We give thanks to God for calling us to this ministry in the midst of a broken 
world. The Dobbs v. Jackson ruling doesn’t change our services to children and 
families, which include crisis pregnancy support, adoption, foster care, individual 
and family counseling, and domestic violence relief services. But we do anticipate 
the outcome of this case to impact the number of those who seek our services. 

So what can we do to support those who are acutely impacted by this decision?

We will do well to remember that a change of hearts, not merely a change in the 
law, must be the example of the followers of Jesus. We need to pray and work for 
the transformation of hearts to value life. We need to shine Christ to others, to 
love them, to show them kindness and mercy, and to trust that God will use our 
efforts to bring about change. Your support is part of that change, and we thank 
you for standing with AGAPE and our mission to strengthen children and families 
with the healing love of Christ. 

May the grace of God be with you,

Chandler Means
Executive Director
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Champion Sponsors: Ezell Foundation, Linda Johnston, Bobby Mannery Foundation 
Ambassador Sponsors: Good Landing Recovery, Mike and Barbara Eller of Hermitage Golf Course, 
Pricepoint Furniture, Randy and Stacy Butler, 

Advocate Sponsors: Randy and Nancy Cornwell, John and 

GPS Sponsors: Nashville Rubber & Gasket, Mail Source, 

In August, we hosted the 23rd Annual Morning Star Sanctuary Golf Classic. We're so grateful for the 
golfers, volunteers, and sponsors who helped make this day a success as we raised over $50,000 to 
serve victims of domestic violence through our shelter and court advocacy programs.  
 
We were honored to have Deputy Chief Michelle Richter (pictured right)
and other representatives from the Metro Nashville Police Department 
and the Davidson County Sheriff’s Office attend and share a few words 
about their partnership with Morning Star. Members of our law 
enforcement know firsthand how prevalent domestic violence is in our 
community, and together, we are protecting and empowering more 
individuals to escape danger and break the cycle of violence that 
controls their lives.  
 
This work wouldn’t be possible without the generous support of our 
tournament sponsors: 
 

      Ed Gaw, Hilton and Sallie Dean, Scott and Heather Miller, 
      Randy and Margaret Perry, Larry Wilson, Phil Irwin of 
      Neal & Harwell Attorneys, Chick-fil-A Rivergate, 
      Dr. Kellye N. Rice of Cool Springs Laser Dentistry 

      Julie Cottrell, Two Rivers Ford, Swafford Law, Rex and 
      Phyllis Watson, Barge Cauthen Associates 

      Neika Stephens, Tim Leeper Roofing, Earl and Martha 
      Kincade, McClarty Beaubien, Judy Rister, mfDesigns 

And special congrats to our first flight and contest winners! 

23rd Annual 
Morning Star Sanctuary
Golf Classic

Highlights from the 
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1st: Score of 54 – Chad Troup, Nathan Ross, Deke Berlin 
2nd: Score of 55 – Clint Haynes, Austin Peckham, Raymond 
Baker, Jason Dembouski 
3rd: Score of 57 – Brandon Lancaster, Tripp Howell, Jared 
Hampton 

Putting Contest: David Butner 
Closest to the Pin: Austin Peckham & David Minton 
Longest Drive: Jimmy Waggoner & Deke Berlin 

First Flight Winners:

  
Contest Winners: 



ADOPTIONSpotlightSpotlight
After 418 days in foster care, Easton is officially part of the Vance 
family! He came home from the hospital to the Vances in July of 2021. It 
was a long and difficult road to get to his adoption day, but parents 
Laurence and Lindsey say every minute was worth it, and they’d do it 
again in a heartbeat. In fact, they are doing it again! They have an older 
child in their home who they are working through the process with and 
hope to finalize her adoption soon. Congratulations to the Vance family! 

The McKay family recently celebrated a very special adoption day! 
The adoption finalization for one of the children in their home was 
already scheduled to take place when the state notified them that 
they could also proceed with the adoption of the child who has 
been in their home for over four years. It was a rare but special 
occasion that both adoptions were able to be finalized on the 
same day! Congrats to the McKays and their sons Colt and Anthony!

We first met this sibling group of four in October of 2018. One by 
one, each of the siblings were disrupted from relative placements 
and placed with AGAPE. We didn't have a foster home for all four of 
them, so we did the next best thing and placed the brothers 
together with the DeShields family and the sisters together with the 
Morris family. These two families have adopted these siblings and 
become like one big family so that the siblings can maintain a 
relationship with each other!

We're so excited for the Settle family and their recent adoption of Mason!
Mason has been in their home since 2020, and he can now say he has 
found his forever family! He is very active and enjoys tennis lessons and is 
starting to golf with his dad and older brother. His adoptive family 
maintains a relationship with his brother and biological grandmother.
We're grateful for this family's passion and commitment to serving children 
with the healing love of Christ.

Do you have a heart for serving children and families? Come find 
your place to support foster care. To register, scan the QR code or 
visit agapenashville.org/foster-parent-training.

FOSTER CARE INFO MEETING
October 17 at 6pm at Brentwood Baptist 



A few of our therapists recently hosted a seven-week therapy 
group for some of the teen girls in our foster care program. Their 
aim was to make this group a fun space to process their 
experiences and to facilitate an element in their healing journey. 
They used expressive arts-focused activities and icebreaker 
games to help group members connect and process their pain and stories in a comfortable way.  

The girls bonded throughout this series and vocalized how much it meant to them to know that other teens 
could understand what they're going through. Recently, one of the group members shared some difficult 
experiences and feelings due to a court hearing, and another group member immediately offered to pray for 
her during the session. On the last night of the series, the girls received a bracelet with Isaiah 43:2 printed 
on it as a reminder that they are never alone. Isaiah 43:2 & 19 were read over them as blessing and promise. 

This therapy group was a coordinated effort between members of our counseling staff and social services 
team. From transportation to paperwork, snacks, and planning, it couldn't have happened without their 
teamwork. We're so grateful for the dedication that was put into this series, and we know these girls will be 
blessed by it for years to come! 
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We want to congratulate Karen Gibbs for her 
recent retirement from her role as AGAPE's front 
office manager. 

It was an honor to celebrate her service to AGAPE 
over the past eight years on our administrative 
team and previously as a therapist. Karen led with 
patience, diligence, and attention to detail. She 
has been a rock on our administrative team, and 
she will be missed! We wish her all the best in this 
next season of life, and we give thanks that God 
brought her to AGAPE.

We're so grateful for our partners at Zeal Church 
who threw the best back-to-school event for our 
kids and families! The volunteers at Zeal did an 
amazing job creating a space where the kids could 
play together and be supervised while giving the 
parents a chance to relax and connect with each 
other. It was the perfect way to end the summer 
and kick off going back to school. If your church 
would like to sponsor or host an event for our 
foster families, please contact Ami Parker at 
aparker@agapenashville.org.



I love stories. I love escaping into the vivid plot of a movie or getting lost in a great novel. I enjoy the rumble in 
my chest and the ache in my side when the humor of a comedy has me doubled over with laughter. I can’t help 
but order the next book in a series as one comes to an end, and I have been known to occasionally binge-watch 
a TV series on long holiday weekends.
 
Stories are the framework of our consciousness. Because of our emotional connection to a story, we can gain a 
deeper understanding of other people’s experiences. Stories provide new perspectives and often challenge our 
preexisting assumptions while triggering empathy and healing. When I read a book or watch a TV show or 
movie, I often imagine myself in that place. I visualize myself as a character or consider what I might do 
differently from the protagonist. I envision how I’d get out of a situation, move into action, or become the hero.
 
This is why we tell stories about the work we do at AGAPE. I want you to hear about a domestic violence 
victim’s rescue and how she gets herself and her children into a safe place with a better road ahead. I want you 
to know how many clients have been able to receive counseling to overcome a traumatic event that had 
previously plagued their family relationships. I want to share how foster parents are mentoring a birth mom 
and encouraging her as she seeks to get her children back or how adoptive parents are stepping in to give teen
boys a permanent home through adoption. We share our stories because these causes are more than abstract 
ideas. They are real situations affecting real people. And you are not merely an observer or consumer of these 
stories. You truly play a vital role in the successes of each one.
 
We are honored to keep telling these stories and we hope you will see yourself in each one. Join us on October 
25th at the Fall Southern Social where we’ll share true stories of the impact your gifts make at AGAPE. See the 
back cover for more information.

Find Yourself in the Story
Laura Troup, Director of Donor Relations

By the Numbers
Services Provided 

Jan. - Aug. 2022

Foster Care/Adoption
Children Served: 123 
Adoptions: 8
Foster Families: 71

Counseling
Sessions: 7,811
New Clients: 663

Morning Star Sanctuary
Adults Sheltered: 80
Children Sheltered: 48
Court Advocacy: 757

Additions to AGAPE's Board of Directors

Brad Arnold is a native of North Carolina and first came to Nashville in 1972.
Brad and his wife, Lynne, have two daughters and attend Harpeth Hills
Church of Christ. Brad provides accounts receivable solutions to healthcare
clients, helping them reach higher levels of patient satisfaction and financial
success. Brad’s first interaction with AGAPE came in the late 1990s when he
and his family benefited from AGAPE’s counseling services. Brad’s
appreciation of the services provided by AGAPE have continued to grow
over the past twenty years, and he's honored to now serve on the Board.

Tara Swafford is returning to the AGAPE Board for her 3rd term. She has
been a litigator in Tennessee for 27 years and is experienced in bench and
jury trials, arbitrations, and mediations. Tara and her husband, Tony, practice

We are excited to welcome new and returning members to the AGAPE Board of Directors!  

John Stallworth, Jr. is returning to the AGAPE Board for his 3rd term. He is
a native Nashvillian and is the Founder, President & CEO of Nashville-based
Trades Unlimited and Trades Unlimited, PEO. John and his wife, Jamie,
have two children and attend the Mount Juliet Church of Christ where John
serves as an elder. John is a retired Board Chair for several organizations
including AGAPE, Associated Builders & Contractors of Greater Tennessee,
ABC Workers Comp. Self Insurance Fund of Tennessee, and Y-BUILD. 

law at Swafford Law where she specializes in business and employment litigation, along with a focus
on education clients. They also operate a nonprofit, Sonrise Foundation, which focuses on at-risk
youth. They have three sons and attend Harpeth Hills Church of Christ. 
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COL. MICHAEL BAKER
Patricia Baker

LEEANNE BOYCE 
Clara A. Shannon
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Nancy Weatherman

CHARLIE BRANDON 
Johnny and Julie Barnes
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Jamie and Lisa (Jones) Shankland

LOGAN BRUMIT 
Molly, Cindy and Clint Brumit
Joanna P. Grant 
Sandra McMahan
Justin Morgan 

TOM AND CHRIS BURTON
Jamie and Lauren Burton

JUNE CAMPBELL
Molly, Cindy and Clint Brumit
James and Nancy Campbell
William and Janet Campbell
Randy and Nancy Cornwell
Roy and Marian Ezell
Fox Run Board of Managers 
and Janet Thomas 
Troy and Elaine Feltner
Sammy and Debbie Freeland 
John Haley 
Doug and Lucy Henry
Denton and Martha Kimbrough
Jerry and Susan Knight

Memorial & Living Honor Gifts
June 11, 2022 - September 20, 2022

JUNE CAMPBELL, cont.
Tom and Teresa Martin 
Sandra McMahan
Emma Jane Pitt
Jason and Alicia Sowders
Bill and Phyllis Weaver
Clint Whitefield
Conrad Whitefield
Pam A. Woods
Brenda and Levi Word & Jonathan

MACK AND CLARA CHOATE 
Gladys and JB West 

KATHERINE ANN 
WALLS COLVIN
Brian and Ann-Marie Byrd
Bill and Diana Doggett 
Tony Hagelgans
Chandler and Sheri Means
Jeannie and Bert Thomas

LINDA COZINE 
Michael Cozine 

KAY CREASON 
John and Kristy Coleman

HARRIET DORRIS 
Clara A. Shannon 

MILES AND GERRY EZELL
Mark and Martha Ezell

DOUG GUTHRIE 
Jane Wells

CHARLOTTE HAMMA
Paul and Anna Dana 

NANCY ANDREWS HARDISON 
Betsye and Don Ledford

MARGARET SANDERS 
Betsye and Don Ledford

GLORIA SMITH
Jacqulyn Downey

NAN SMITH 
Larry Foster, Lailani & Lili

KEN STAGGS 
Frank and Evelyn Couch

JOYCE SUTTON 
Amberry and Jan Brown 
Jo Howell 
“Girls of ‘49” – Jennie Harper, Jamie 
Helton, Retta Murray, Joyce Pack, 
Harriet Smith, & Sherry Tillman
Mike Keith
Gerald and Diane Kennedy
Peggy and Larry McDonald
Melanie, Matt, Dean and Eddy 
Tennant
Dan and Sarah Turbeville
Mark, Amy and Charlie Waters 

CAROLYN C. VANN
Demetra G. Boyd and Family 

JAMES WATKINS 
Betsye and Don Ledford

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS 
Steve Williams 

DON BRUCE WINTERS
Jerry and Loretta Winters

ALBERTA YONTS 
Cynthia and Daniel Bickel
Mike and MariLynn Canterbury 
Don and Barbara Thompson 

RUSSELL JONES
Joy Daniel

DAVID LEDFORD
Betsye and Don Ledford

BEVERLY B. LITTLE 
Betsye and Don Ledford

PAUL LORCZAK 
Larry Foster 

FLOYD LYNXWILER
John and Sharon Thweatt

DAVID LYTLE
Steve and Donna Moffitt 

VALTON MARTIN 
Betsye and Don Ledford

BROOKS MAY 
CHARLES MAY 
Janice May

HOLLACE MCKINLEY 
John and Kristy Coleman

LAURINE MCKINNEY
Brenda Stubblefield

PRENTICE A. MEADOR, SR. 
Barbara J. Meador 

GLENDA KENNEDY MILLIGAN 
Betsye and Don Ledford

DORIS W. RUSSELL
Betsye and Don Ledford

JIMMY SANDERS 
Betsye and Don Ledford

LIVING HONOR 

SUSAN COFFER ALLEN
James and Cynthia Coffer

CHURCH STREET CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 
Chandler and Sheri Means

CRESCENT CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 
Chandler and Sheri Means

RALPHINE DERRYBERRY – 
80th Birthday
Betsye and Don Ledford

FLYNT FOSTER 
Larry Foster

STERLING FOSTER 
Larry Foster

ROGER JOHNSON 
Larry Foster

LINDA JOHNSTON – Birthday
Neika Stephens

JODY LINTZENICH
Larry Foster

ANA MUNGUIA
Larry Foster

CHANDLER MEANS – 
10 Years of Service to AGAPE
Johnny and Julie Barnes
Judge and Mrs. Timothy L. Easter
Garth and Sharon Pinkston 
Deana and Brett Smith

BILL AND CLARA PHARRIS – 
66th Wedding Anniversary
Emma Jane Pitt

MR. AND MRS. JIM TIDWELL
Larry Foster

LAURA TROUP
Jeremy and Diana Landa

MAIZEN WILES – 90th Birthday
Betsye and Don Ledford

SUE AND MELVIN 
WILLOUGHBY – 
70th Wedding Anniversary
Betsye and Don Ledford

PAT YARBER
Sherry Lawrence

CINDY AND VICK 
ZACHARIAS 
David and Audrey Neumann
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