
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h e  h e a l i n g  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s

Fall 2021

These quotes are from some of our staff members, who were featured in AGAPE’s virtual Fall Southern Social.  This is only a 
snippet of the stories and impact that were shared and that happen every day through the healing love of Christ at AGAPE. 

During the event, we also premiered a video highlighting AGAPE’s Court Advocacy and Legal Services program. As a partner 
with the Metro Office of Family, AGAPE helps provide victims of domestic violence with 24/7, 365-day access to resources 
and assistance, including filing for Orders of Protection. To see the video, visit agapenashville.org/court-advocacy-video. The 
virtual also event featured Christian recording artist and author Nicole C. Mullen. We were touched, as were many of you, by 
the heartfelt story and songs that Nicole shared from her “night seasons” of life. If you weren’t able to tune in live, or if you’d 
like to watch it again and share with others, the recording is available at agapenashville.org/watch-fall-southern-social-2021.

How do you see the love of Christ at work in AGAPE?

Mikayla Carruth, Morning Star Case Manager:
“Every day, we encounter women who have 
experienced the brokenness of this world…it’s 
a bleak picture, which makes the truth of the 
gospel all the more beautiful. For this reason, 
from the moment that women and children 
come into our shelter, they begin to hear truths 
poured over them: you are valued, you have 
significance, you are safe, you are loved.”

Rosa Chavez, Bilingual Counselor:
“I have seen the love of Christ provide hope 
and healing to my clients as they have 
been able to find the strength and courage 
to face their traumas or current stressors 
with acceptance and a renewed sense of 
confidence.”

Ami Parker, Foster Care/Adoption Director:
“She [teen mother in foster care] asked me, 
“Why is AGAPE different, and do you have 
to go to church if you go to AGAPE?” …And 
I said, we believe that if you love Jesus, you 
will live a life that’s different than most other 
foster parents, that you will love children well 
and that you will stick by kids who are tough 
and that you will go above and beyond for 
kids in care.”

Karen Gibbs, Office Manager:
“Because of the compassion and love 
of our counselors for people, and their 
commitment to helping people with 
problems, we are able to place [clients] with 
someone who can give them skills, tools 
and the hope for seeing a better life ahead.”

Raymond Hand, Foster Care Case Manager:
“I see God in a 5-year-old little boy, who, 
whenever we got him, he would cuss me, 
and he would cuss his own mother. And 
now he says, “Yes, sir” and “Yes, ma’am,” 
and he talks about God.”

Tara Waering, Morning Star Shelter Advocate:
“I have the privilege of sitting with these women 
and children, of holding space for them as they 
make difficult decisions and process trauma and 
grief, while also celebrating their wins along the 
way. And the fact of the matter is, it’s not me, 
it’s all Jesus. It’s His love, I’m just lucky enough 
to sometimes be the messenger, and those are 
beautiful, redemptive moments.”
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AGAPE’s Mission
Strengthening children and 

families with the healing love 
of Christ through counseling 

and social services

AGAPE IN ACTION

No person on the grounds of race, color, national origin, disability, age, religion, or sex shall be excluded from participation in, or be denied benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimination of services, programs, employment provided by AGAPE and its contracted agencies except as is allowed by federal law.

From the Desk of Chandler Means

Last year in the United States, 
there were 22 natural disasters – 

the most in any year previously recorded – costing 
more than $100 billion in damage. We read of 
these events and see the devastation of homes and 
communities ravaged by tornadoes, hurricanes, 
floods, and fires. Our own state has been deeply 
impacted by some of these events in the last two 
years. Unfortunately, there’s another storm ripping 
through Tennessee, displacing families and creating 
devastation. Thousands of children are impacted 
by this storm, leaving them in need of temporary 
homes and families, food and clothes, love and 
protection; even new families to call their own.   

This isn’t a scenario you have to imagine – it is a reality right now. There is a social storm 
of neglect, abuse, and emotional trauma that thousands of children are facing every 
day. As a result, it has left more than 8,500 kids in Tennessee in need of temporary or 
permanent families. These kids are in the foster care system today, and God’s people, the 
church, is their greatest protection for surviving and thriving through this storm. 

How do you think the church, the body of Christ, should respond to such a situation?  The 
same way it would for these natural disasters in our neighboring communities – rallying 
together to care for these children, to protect them, to keep them safe, and to love them 
and their families.  

Will you join us in prayer and support as our foster families, social workers, and 
counselors work to provide these children with safety and permanency, all with the 
healing love of Christ? 

November is National Adoption Awareness Month, and 24% of the children in care in 
Tennessee will have their parental rights terminated and be in need of a forever home. 
Foster and adoptive families have the opportunity to change lives both in the 
here-and-now and for eternity. Not everyone can or should foster or adopt, but we can 
all do something to help. If you would like to know more about how you can personally 
become involved or engage your church in a foster care ministry, please contact me at 
615-781-3000 or cmeans@agapenashville.org.  

Chandler Means
Executive Director
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Highlights from the Morning Star Sanctuary Golf Classic
The 22nd Annual Morning Star Sanctuary Golf Classic was a great 
success! At the end of August, we gathered at the Hermitage Golf 
Course to raise awareness and funds for AGAPE’s Morning Star 
Sanctuary Domestic Violence Shelter and Court Advocacy Program. 
Through the generosity of many, we raised more than $50,000!

We were honored to have Metro Nashville Police Chief John Drake 
attend our opening ceremony and share a few words about his passion 
for serving the domestic violence community, as well as representatives 
from the Sheriff's Office who participated in the tournament. We’re 
grateful to each of our sponsors, volunteers and golfers who braved 
the heat in support of this important work, and especially to Linda 
Johnston, AGAPE board member, who has helped lead this tournament 
for the past 22 years.

A woman named Jane* called our domestic violence hotline 
in March 2021. After experiencing years of domestic violence, 
perpetuated by drug use and unmet health needs, Jane had 
decided to take a stand. She was committed to setting a new 
standard for herself and her 10-year-old daughter. Shortly 
after that phone call, she and her daughter came to the 
Morning Star Sanctuary shelter with only their vehicle, some 
clothing, and personal documents.

While at the shelter, Jane began her journey towards healing. 
Every day brought challenges, but she began to grow and 
make strides towards a better life for her and her daughter. 

One day, shelter participants created “vision boards” with 
goals and dreams they hoped to achieve one day. Jane’s 
board included a picture of a baking pan, and she shared 
how she longed for the day that she would have her own 
kitchen so she and her daughter could bake a cake together. 

As her time in the shelter drew to a close, Jane received a 
rejection letter from a housing authority due to her criminal 
background. She wrote a letter to appeal the rejection, and 
an excerpt from it states:

“These charges reflected on my record occurred during a time 
when I was abusing substances and suffering from an untreated 
brain injury. Those are the old me. Since my last charge, nearly 
5 years ago, I have stepped into active recovery of drug and 
alcohol use. I believe taking it one day at a time, caring for myself 
that day in a way that provides for healthy and whole healing. 
My priority is raising my daughter in a safe environment where I 

can demonstrate and model a healthy lifestyle free of substance 
use ... I want to take ownership of my past and acknowledge my 
goals for the future, including a safe place to live and grow.”

Jane read her letter aloud to others in the shelter with pride 
and ownership. She was seeing and savoring how far she had 
already come. 

Soon after, she was approved for a housing voucher, and 
Jane and her daughter moved into their new, two-bedroom 
home. Just a few weeks later, we received a donation of 
kitchen items to be delivered to Jane in her new apartment, 
including a new cake pan. 

The Best Things in Life are Sweet...

*Name has been changed to Jane Doe for privacy.
The 24/7 crisis hotline is 615-860-0003.
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Foster care wouldn’t be possible 
– or sustainable – without respite 
care. Respite care is when a family 
or individual temporarily cares 
for a foster child, giving short-
term relief to the foster family or 
serving as an interim placement 
while a more permanent placement is secured. Respite 
care may look like babysitting for an afternoon, 
watching the child for a weekend, or providing help 
during the day while daycare or school gets set up.  

Often times, foster parents find respite through family 
and friends, but there is also a network among our 
AGAPE families who build connections and provide 
respite for each other. Some of our most stable foster 
placements actually started as respite care. 

For example, sometimes an older child ends up in 
a situation where they do not have a permanent 
placement. We do everything we can to keep that 
child within AGAPE’s continuum, and respite is one 
of the ways we do that. We have had families step in 
to fill that gap and then become a long-term or pre-
adoptive option for a youth who didn’t have any hope 
of stability on paper. 

We also use respite when a child is moving from a 
foster placement to their adoptive home. It is a way 
for the child and family to build connections while still 
having the security of their current placement. We use 
this model to help minimize the trauma of the moving 
process. Essentially, a child will start with play dates 
and then progress to overnight visits until the child 
and adoptive family are both prepared for the full-time 
move into the new adoptive home.  

Though respite care may only seem like a temporary 
solution, it is the backbone to a lot of the work we do! 
Every stay matters, whether it’s only for a few hours or 
a few days, and it’s an opportunity to make each child 
feel cared for and loved. 

Respite is the Key to 
Foster Care

Leadership Changes
Ecclesiastes 3:1 states, 
“To everything there is a season, 
a time for every purpose under 
heaven:”  We are grateful for the 
season that Mark McFerran has 
shared with AGAPE as Director of 
Development for the past 2+ years. 
Mark has accepted the position 
of Chief Development Officer at Tennessee Voices, a 
statewide mental health non-profit, and we wish him 
all the best in this new season.

“Mark has served AGAPE with great enthusiasm, 
working hard to move our mission forward,” said 
Chandler Means, Executive Director. “We are grateful 
for his time at AGAPE, the relationships he invested in, 
and the way he advocated for this work. He’ll certainly 
be missed at AGAPE, but we know he’ll continue to be 
a strong voice for this ministry.”

We are thankful to announce that 
Shanna Shilling, LMSW, who 
serves as one of our supervisors 
in the Morning Star Sanctuary 
Domestic Violence Shelter, has 
accepted the role of Interim 
Residential Program Manager 
for the shelter. Shanna has served 
at Morning Star since 2019 and is 
well-suited to carry out this position of leadership and 
guidance while the Board of Directors conducts their 
search for the new Morning Star Sanctuary Director.

“I am often reminded of the Lord’s provision for 
AGAPE, and one of the best examples of that is 
through the people he brings to AGAPE to serve in 
this ministry,” said Chandler Means, Executive Director. 
“Shanna is gifted in her service to others, and her 
commitment to lead in this interim role is a blessing to 
our staff and those who come to the shelter.  We give 
thanks for her willingness to take on this position and 
know the program will be blessed by her leadership.”
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By the Numbers
Services Provided 
Jan. - Sept. 2021

Counseling
• Sessions: 9,284
• New Clients: 775

Foster Care/Adoption
• Children Served: 127
• Foster Homes: 69

Morning Star Sanctuary
• Individuals Sheltered: 141

• Includes 44 children
• Court Advocacy: 755

We are excited to announce 
the opening of the AGAPE 
Counseling Center at the 
Portland Church of Christ, our 
new affiliate counseling office in 
Portland, Tennessee. Dr. Daniel 
Camp, LMFT, sees clients on 
Fridays, and appointments can 
be booked now by calling 
615-342-9951.

AGAPE is proud to partner 
with local churches and 
organizations to provide 
accessible, affordable 
counseling services across 
Middle Tennessee. To request 
a counseling appointment or 
information about opening an 
affiliate office, please contact us 
at 615-781-3000.



6

6/17/2021 – 9/30/2021

MEMORIAL 

CHARLES WOOD “ARTIE” 
ALLEN
Don and Betsye Ledford

MARY LYNN ALLEN
David and Donna Ackerman

BILLY (BILL) ATNIP
Terry and Kathy Bates
Brian and Dani Dale
Keith and Frankie Ericson
Shane Frazier
Lonnie and Will Frey
Carolyn Griffith 
Donnie and Patsy Griffith
Linda Johnston
The Chris and Cara Keith 
Family 
Kent and Alison Kendrick
Abbey Marvin
John and Lynn Mott
Frank and Barbara Outhier
Kim Ezell Owens
Bill and Faye Rieder
Pam and Jim Terrell

BRENDA BATTS 
Brentwood Hills Church of 
Christ 
Bryan and Kristi Hinton 
Vultee Church of Christ

KYLE BILLS
Bob and Glenda Brown 

CHARLES BRANDON 
Lynn Brandon

JUDY BRAY
Sue Walters

ROSS BROWN
Don and Betsye Ledford

LOGAN BRUMIT
MEMORIAL FUND
Lynn and Gregory Lewis
Brian McDonald 

MEL BURTON 
Dan and Anne Bateman

JULIE CHESTER 
Frank and Barbara Outhier

MARY FRANCES CLARK
Don and Betsye Ledford

ANDREA CLAYTON / JESSE 
CLAYTON
Gene and Gail Boger
Brentwood Hills Tuesday 
Ladies Bible Class
David Case 
Laura Tucker

HELEN SCALES COLLIER 
Don and Betsye Ledford

PAT CONNELL
Sue Walters

RUTH COOK 
Don and Betsye Ledford

JO ANN COOKE
Jane Merryman

VIRGINIA CROWDER
Jeannette Pinkston

DEWEY DANIEL
Joy, Journey, and Secret 
Daniel

TOMMY DANIEL
Joy Daniel 
Jerry and Celia Masterson

BETTY DANIELS
Don and Betsye Ledford

DONALD WINSTON FISH, 
SR. 
Molly and David Allison
Jim and Mary Blaise 
Randy and Nancy Cornwell
Stephen and Jan Davis
Roy and Marian Ezell
Reggie Hill
Rita Mathews
Larry and Betty Rose 
Matthews
Chandler and Sheri Means
Shelly Steel and Beth Nagy
Jana Lisle Parham

DONALD WINSTON FISH, 
SR. (continued)
Merritt, Ireland, Addyson 
and Jake 
Alice and Larry Wells
Betsy and Ridley Wills 
Fred and Kay Wyatt

JOE ARNOLD GABEL 
Bob and Linda Markus 

GARY GALLOWAY 
Thelma Justiss

FANNIE GOODLOE
A Sister in Christ
Pamela Brashear 
Cheryl Crowell
Scotty, Sharon, Linda
Line Street Church of Christ
Shirley L. Nickens 
David and Jama Scherer
Jocelyn Hollerman Shaffer
Francis Taylor
Wall Street Church of Christ 
Washington Avenue Church 
of Christ

ROBERT H. GOODLOE, SR. 
Scotty, Sharon, Linda 

SHEILA GOOSTREE
Marleen Temple

JIMMY GOSSETT
Larry and Cathy Wilson

ANNE LEDFORD 
HARDISON
Don and Betsye Ledford

BENJAMIN KYLE HARRIS
Lois Westmoreland 

DONNA HERROD
Joni Hendrix

LUANN B. HINTON
Bruce Burkhart
Isabel Burkhart
Mark Burkhart
Robert and Anna Burkhart 
Gary and Sandra Warf 

TOM HOOKER
Joy, Journey, and Secret 
Daniel

PHILIP HUNTER 
Anonymous
Teddy J. Davis

JOY I. JOHNS
Glenn and Lois Foutch

SANDRA AND BRAD 
JONES 
Susan Hobbs

CHRIS KEEN II
John and Jennifer Shea

HUGH AND EDNA KIRK
Edward and Anne Ritchie

VIVIAN LAIRD
Randy and Jane Groce

IMOGENE MILLER 
LEDFORD
Don and Betsye Ledford

ROBERT LEONARD 
Linda Ogg

ROSAMOND LOCKE
Laurel Terry

NIKO LUNA 
Gerald and Diana Kennedy

GLEN MALUGIN 
Bob and Glenda Brown

BROOKS MAY
CHARLES MAY 
Janice May

MARZEE MCCLAIN
Cheryl Taylor

RICHARD McCLANAHAN
Sterling and Sandra Earhart 

JIM MCKEE
Larry and Cathy Wilson

MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 



MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 

PRENTICE A. MEADOR, JR.
Barbara Meador

NONA MILLER 
Frank and Barbara Outhier

FRANKIE MOORE 
Buford Breakfast Group

WALTER GRIST MOORE 
Steve and Sharon Powell

JIM NICKS 
Bob and Glenda Brown

LAURA OWENS
Linda Ogg

BOYCE PITTMAN
Steve and Sharon Powell

EDWARD POTTS
Don and Betsye Ledford

JASON PURCELL
Bob and Linda Markus 

ANDY AND KATHRYN 
RITCHIE
Edward and Anne Ritchie

DANIEL BOYCE ROBERTS
Steve and Sharon Powell

MELLA AND J. E. RYAN
J. C. and Patricia Short

FLORENCE SWINEY 
SADLER
David and Melinda 
Shoemaker 

FAYE LEONARD SASSER
Julie and Eric Whisler

MARY CLUTE BURTON 
SHORT 
Judy and Pat Sharbel

DOUG SMITH
Lynne Daniel
Jerry and Celia Masterson
Don and Chris Portell
Wayne and Vickie 
Tomlinson

BILL TANKERSLEY
Jeanette Sharp

JOSEPH PAUL TUBB
John and Carolyn Acuff
Jennifer and Randy 
Goodman 
Ron and Barbara Hunter 
Port City Church of Christ 

ROBBIE UPCHURCH
Randal and Adele Wilcher

BEVERLY WARD
Linda Downey 
Alice Hale 
Alice Ward

BETTY M. WEST
Don and Betsye Ledford

PAM WHITE
Jerry and Celia Masterson

CHARLOTTE WILLIAMS
Steve Williams 

DON BRUCE WINTERS
Jerry and Loretta Winters

BRENDA OSTEEN 
WOLAVER
Don and Betsye Ledford

COOPER WOOD
Darry and Juanita Ferguson

JOE L. WRIGHT
Don and Betsye Ledford

LIVING HONOR

FRANCES AND BILL 
BENNETT – 64th 
Anniversary
Sue Anderson

CARLA BJORK
Linda Johnston

NANCY CORNWELL – 
Birthday 
Anne Bryant 
Don and Barbara Thompson

MARY CORWIN 
Audrey and David 
Neumann

HOUSTON DAVIS 
MATTHEW DAVIS 
James and Linda Davis

JEFF FOX 
Audrey and David 
Neumann

LOVETTE GASTON
Audrey and David 
Neumann

JETT HAYES 
BEAU HAYES
William and Anita Jett

CAMERON HUNT
The Blankinships

DR. RONALD AND 
BARBARA HUNTER
Judy Rister

BRIANA JENCZYK 
Audrey and David 
Neumann

LINDA JOHNSTON – 
Birthday
Melissa Beard
Neika Stephens
Betty Yates

CHARLES JONES – 
Birthday
Linda Heflin Johnston

CLAIRE LONG 
Carla Bjork

MADISON MANN
Geoffrey Sikes

MADELYN MARTIN 
Audrey and David 
Neumann

MARK MCFERRAN
Rian Berger

CHANDLER MEANS
Carla Bjork 

RANDY AND MARGARET 
PERRY 
Linda Johnston
Judy Rister

BUDDY AND NORMA 
RAGAN
Roy and Nancy Covert

JUDY RISTER
Vickie Nicholson

SADIE THOMPSON
George and Janice 
Goodwin

JOHN AND BEVERLY 
TROUP 
Chad and Laura Troup

REX AND PHYLLIS 
WATSON – 50th 
Anniversary
Chandler and Sheri Means
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